AWSL Minutes – Fall Business Meeting 2009
WLA Conference at Appleton

October 21, 2009
Meeting called to order by Chair Nikki Busch at 12:20 p.m.

1. Introductions:

Present: Lynn Martin, Nikki Busch, Carrie Doyle, Emily Wixson, Amy O’Shea, Nichole Fromm, Mary Kotschi, Bob Shaw, Kirstin Duffin, Anne Moser 

2.  Approval of 2008 Fall Annual meeting Minutes

Emily moved that the fall 2008 meeting minutes be approved and Anne seconded the motion.  Approved unanimously.

3.  Changes to the Agenda/Announcements

A budget discussion was added to the agenda.

4. Officer Reports

a. Vice Chair/Chair Elect – Anne Moser
Anne thanked the new board members and meeting attendees. Lynn Martin has expressed interest in serving/assisting with the board in some capacity and the idea of “Membership chair” and/or ad hoc board member was discussed.
In the past year, Anne has:


Attended the WLA Leadership Meeting – next meeting: 12/3/09


Planned conference events and tours


Led the March AWSL meeting


Recruited candidates for offices

Anne’s hopes for 2010 are:


Continued fun and more communication between AWSL members



Possible use of Facebook and LinkedIn


More mentoring opportunities, even casual email correspondence 



Fostering a closer connection to SOIS-Milwaukee and SLIS-Madison;

Anne is coordinator of SLIS-SLA chapter as well. 

b. Chair – Nikki Busch
Nikki recapped the Letter from the Chair in the AWSL newsletter (http://www.wils.wisc.edu/email/AWSL/oct09.html).

Aiden Caes, a SLIS student, has generously offered to redesign the AWSL web site and the board warmly welcomed and approved of the offer (see agenda item 5c). 

Nikki attended the WLA Unit Advisory Council (UAC) meetings (see agenda 

item 7). 

AWSL conference scholarship: 

Anne proposed that AWSL award a scholarship for the 2010 WLA 

conference. The Board approved unanimously.
c. Past-Chair – Stephen Johnson – not present

d. WLA Board Representative – Emily Wixson
Emily’s three-year term will be up at the end of 2010. She gave an overview of the WLA Board Representative’s duties, which include:


Building relationships and community 


Approving the legislative agenda that WLA develops


Discussing the budget and investment portfolio
5. Committee Reports

a. Newsletter – Bob Shaw
Bob called for content for the next newsletter for March 2010 and thanked Sheila Zillner (WiLS) for her graphics and web help.

b. WLA Foundations Scholarship Committee – Jane Pearlmutter/Peg Branson  

This item was removed from the agenda.
c. Webmaster –  Nikki Busch / Aiden Caes
Recap: Aiden’s offer to redesign/edit the AWSL website was gratefully 

accepted by the Board.


d. Budget



AWSL currently has $109 in its account.

6. Role of Past Chair – All 


Carrie moved, and Emily seconded, that the duty of recruiting officers be 
transferred to the Past Chair because of that role’s increased 
networking/knowledge and experience. Nikki and Anne were good sports about taking on this very important and not-at-all easy task.
7. UAC Proposed Unit Structure Changes – All


The Board reviewed the UAC memo.


Nikki requested that AWSL Board consider and discuss the pros and cons of 
AWSL remaining a division versus becoming a unit. She stressed that no decision needed to be made at the meeting, and that WLA leadership did not make a recommendation either way. 

The importance of AWSL’s role as “giving special librarians a place at the table” 

was asserted, especially in light of the lack of other such forums. SLA and 

MLA are options but a local option is important. 

Mary noted that AWSL began as a roundtable.

Becoming a unit would have an impact on AWSL’s budget, role in conference 

planning, structure, and recruitment opportunities.

Maintaining attendance and membership has always been a challenge for AWSL.

Emily researched other state library associations and found that MN and MI had 

associations for “academic and research” libraries that seemed to encompass special libraries. She will send the results of her research to the AWSL email list.

8. Other?

Anne concluded the meeting with an invitation to some social opportunities at WLA and beyond, and high hopes for a very fun 2010!
Minutes submitted by 

Nichole Fromm 
Association of Special Librarians (AWSL) 2009 secretary
