AWSL Minutes
March 20, 2009
10:30 a.m. – 12 noon 

1.       Report and discussion of the AWSL program and special library tour proposals for the WLA Fall Conference 

Two programs submitted so far: AWSL Business Meeting and Author talk/book signing by Kathleen Schmitt Kline

Tour ideas: Julaine Farrow Museum and Mental Health Library - Anne will follow up

Logistics: We can request a bus on the program form (paid for by WLA) and work with the conference planning committee to pick a time 

Cosponsoring: Anne will find programs to cosponsor 

Bob shared the RSRT "Officer Roles and Timeline" 

2.       Office Reports 

a.      Chair (Nikki): Recap of WAPL program cosponsorship on "SOS: My Patron Has a Legal Question"

Emily volunteered to do a program on chemistry reference in future 

Web site update: Nikki has been posting board contact information and minutes; will ask webmaster Julie Fricke for an update on new template

b.      Vice Chair (Anne): General discussion about perennial problems of recruitment and relevance

c.      Past Chair (Stephen): General discussion of budgetary duties

d.      Newsletter (Bob): General discussion of formal duties for past chair and what RSRT does; possibility of offering a scholarship to draw SLIS students 

Newsletter deadline 4/10: Nikki: Chair's report, including committee update; Nichole: library profile (John Michael Kohler Art Center library); Bob: article on Loretta, material from Barb Arnold; Emily: communities of practice (see message from Bob for official list)

e.      Secretary (Nichole): nothing additional to report 

f.       Scholarship Committee (Barbara): not present 

Exploration of idea of offering new scholarship to attend WLA conference to new AWSL member

g.      WLA Board representative (Emily): see below

3.        Discuss effects of WLA Board Structure Changes on AWSL (Emily, all) 

Unit Advisory Council introduced last year: meets 2x/year and is comprised of representation from each unit (usually chair and vice chair) 

April 17 and August 14 at WLA office

Agenda: MemberClicks training (online voting is coming); Communities of Practice; role of the Board; opportunity for small-group discussion; reports from officers 

Nascent idea of "Communities of Practice" - a looser, more dynamic approach to organizations; does not supplant current org, but complements it 

Organizational History of AWSL: Emily found a list of past chairs and will try to locate archival box of AWSL materials 

Emily will report back to the AWSL board with essential info (deadlines, official communications)

4.       Other Business 

Action items:

Anne will contact Lisa Strand to investigate scholarship idea 

Nikki will contact WLA webmaster and consider finding an AWSL webmaster 

Anne will explore cosponsoring WLA programs 

Bob will call for newsletter articles

Anne will compile list of offices to fill

