AWSL Minutes: Telephone Conference Call

March 11, 1008

1:30 PM to 2:30 PM

Present: Stephen Johnson, Barbara Arnold, Nikki Busch, Bob Shaw

1. Introductions

2. Approval of Fall (October 17, 2007) Business Meeting Minutes

The minutes can’t be approved until the fall business meeting. The only change noted was that the meeting was called to order by Julie Schneider, not Stephen Johnson.

3. Announcements/Additions to the Agenda

Stephen wants to discuss the vacancies on the Board (he will discuss this under the President’s report).

4. Report and discussion of the AWSL program and special library tour proposals for the WLA Fall Conference.

Nikki reported on the online survey that was sent to AWSL members which, among other items, asked for programming suggestions.  The survey was sent to the approximately seventy AWSL members and there were ten responses. Barbara and Nikki reported they believe they did not get the survey; Bob will get a list of AWSL email addresses from Tom Zillner to see what the problem is. Stephen will email Brigitte of WLA regarding the email list.

A summary of the responses to the survey is as follows:

Most respondents preferred email correspondence with the web site a distant second. Most respondents also belong to multiple professional organizations which relate to their specific specialties rather than “special libraries” in general. Jennifer Friedman from MHI Patients’ Library volunteered to present.  One other respondent might be interested in being a committee member.

WLA Programming Ideas from the survey: special library tours, advocacy/marketing, assessment, budgeting, negotiating licenses, knowledge management, competitive intelligence, copyright/intellectual property, efficient/effective use of technology, PDA’s, IM/chat/virtual reference, distance learning software, smart boards, special topic cataloging, cooperation (not competition) between library collections, image catalogs, image databases.

What does this information tell us? Low response rate – folks either don’t read their email, don’t have email, aren’t on the email list, or aren’t overly invested in AWSL. Memberships: three out of 10 belong to SLA; all but two respondents belong to other subject-specific and/or library-type organizations. Folks have ideas – let’s make use of them!

Suggestions for tours for WLA were given: Marshall Erdman library, Promega on Fish Hatchery, EPIC in Verona, Olbrich Garden library, Oscar Meyer library, Fiskars library near Olbrich..

Suggestions for programming were: Punchstock, report on the Visioning Summit, Library for the Blind, Wisconsin Health Services Libraries, State Law libraries usually do a program, Wisconsin Eye, Government Information.

Consensus was that tours to Marshall Erdman (close to Middleton Marriott) and American Girl library (also in Middleton) would be good.  Nikki will contact their librarians.

5. AWSL Officer Reports

a. Chair Stephen Johnson – deferred discussion to 7 (other business).

b. Vice Chair Nikki Busch – report was discussed under item 4.

c. Past Chair Julie Schneider – absent

d. WLA Board Representative Emily Wixson – absent

6. Committee Reports
a. Committee on Organizations – vacant

b. Library Development & Legislative Committee – absent

c. Membership – vacant

d. Newsletter – Bob Shaw

 Deadline for copy will be March 25.  Articles to be sent to Bob are:

i. President’s Report – Stephen

ii. Minutes of WLA Board meeting – Bob

iii. Library Profile – UW-Madison’s Aquatic Library – Bob will contact new director

iv. Librarian Profile – Bob will contact Jennifer Friedman from MHI Patients’ Library

v. WLA Foundation article – Cheryl Becker

vi. Vision Summit – Cheryl Becker

vii. Conferences – Bob will collect

viii. Survey results – Nikki

ix. Leadership Summit in Louisville – Barbara

x. Other?

e. Publicity – vacant.  

       Members recommended eliminating this committee.

f. WLA Foundation Scholarships Committee – Barbara.  

There is a new chair of this committee. The committee is not getting many applications for the diversity scholarship. Encourage members to submit applications for new students. 

g. Webmaster – Nikki Busch.  Nikki has gained access to the website.  She needs to update the officers.  Encourages members to look at the website and make suggestions. There is a spot for a library profile and person profile – Bob said that information comes from the profiles in the newsletter.  There is a new template coming out shortly so Nikki is waiting for that.

7. Other Business

There is a Coland meeting on Friday and Barbara will report on that.

Stephen addressed the vacancies on the Board.  Stephen will work on publicizing the fact that there are these vacancies.  Julie is working on a membership directory and Stephen will ask her about that.

8. Adjourn – 2:35

Submitted by Bob Shaw – Secretary of AWSL

