“The myth of a "neutral" public library service needs to be exploded. There is no way that libraries and librarians are or can be neutral in the social struggles of their societies. Every decision they make — how much to spend on books, which books to buy, what staff to appoint, how to manage the service - is a reflection of their class position and their world outlook . . .”
















— Shiraz Durrani*
Libr.org

From the site: “Libr.org exists to provide communication services to librarians and library workers, individually and in groups, who believe in libraries as a social good and as an ideal pattern for the exchange of knowledge and ideas, and who wish to promote progressive thought and action and a concept of social responsibility within the library world and in the world at large.” Though this intro may sound a tad…staid, it is in fact a delicious entry point into the world of the alternative/progressive/ radical/free thinking/precocious/ingenious/inventive and invigorating librarian. In other words, you.

http://www.libr.org/
Progressive Librarians Around the World

Just what it says — directory with contact info and links to progressive library and librarian sites of 18 countries.
http://libr.org/international/

Progressive Librarians Guild

From the site: “Progressive Librarians Guild was formed in New York City on January 1990 by a group of librarians concerned with our profession's rapid drift into dubious alliances with business and the information industry, and into complacent acceptance of service to an unquestioned political, economic and cultural status quo.” Yearly dues to PLG are $10-20/year but you can’t join unless you agree with their Statement of Purpose. I’m still not sure what I think about that. PLG publishes a journal (full text of issues no. 18 onward is available in Softline Information's Alt-Press-Watch product) and maintains a listserv. The listserv consistently serves up interesting stuff and is definitely recommending reading.
http://libr.org/PLG
Social Responsibilities Roundtable

I shouldn’t even mention the corny slogan because that might put you off entirely (“Do libraries and librarians have social responsibilities? They SRRTainly do!”) but this is an organization definitely worth checking out if you are struggling with questions about the role of libraries/librarians in social issues of the day. The SSRT was established in the 1960s and has been pushing the professional envelope for the past forty-plus years. 
www.libr.org/SRRT
Library Juice

Tidbit and procrastination heaven, but enough solid and notable information that you feel like you’re doing work. Rory Litwin, active voice in ALA and other orgs, has discontinued LJ as of 9/2005, but the site is chockfull and still worth visiting.
http://www.libr.org/Juice
Renegade Librarian

Great list of librarian sites to check out and ponder over. Includes the scary “Diary of a Mad Cataloger.”

www.renegadelibrarian.com
Street Librarian

Have you seen the Street Librarian column in the Utne Reader? This is Chris Dodge’s site itself, though it appears to be mostly a collection of links. I’m more interested in his writing, so I would tend to jump out of this site and head over to Wilson Web to read his columns straight. If you aren’t familiar with his world, you might want to spend some time with both.

http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/Cafe/7423/
Librarian.net

Jessamyn West’s site. If you haven’t heard of Jessamyn West yet, you will. She’s amusing, collects great info, and has her finger on the pulse of the renegade librarian (not just the young ones). 
http://librarian.net/
*from Library Juice, 7:25, Dec. 3 http://www.libr.org/Juice/issues/vol7/LJ_7.25.html#6  Durrani has written over 80 journal articles on politics of information.
Bibliographic and Web Tools for the Alternative Press

Directories of publishers, editors, vendors of alternative press works, online databases, bibliographies, etc. If you’re interested in alternative press products or issues, this is the place for you. The first entry? A book edited by James Danky and the infamous Sanford Berman.
http://www.libr.org/AIP/bibtools.html
Radical Reference

Volunteer librarians, library workers and library students take on questions put to them by activists and organizations via an online forum. Definitely a good place to be involved for experience doing online reference work — no pressure and plentiful opportunities for collaborative answers. 
www.radicalreference.info
Alternative Viewpoints on the Internet by Subject
Great starting place if you’re looking for something other than habitual or mainstream thought. Compiled by the Alternative Press Center.
http://www.altpress.org/links.htm
Civic Media Center

From the site: “If you have realized that the news you get in the mainstream press isn't really comprehensive or even truthful, and that a lot of news and views are filtered out of the mainstream press outlets, libraries, and thus, public debate, then you've found a home.” 

http://www.civicmediacenter.org/news/

Infoshop.org

Infoshop.org is Chuck Munson’s baby and the most well-known infoshop site ever. Anarchist in orientation. If you think Saco and Vanzetti when you think anarchy, maybe you should spend some time at this site. There are tens of thousands of anarchists among us, and they’re not all 16 and wearing black.
http://www.infoshop.org

Free Government Info
The U.S. government used to be the world’s largest publisher, and it’s still cranking out information to beat the band. As the depository library program goes (or tries to go) digital, professionals and users talk about the process. Here is where you can learn how to live in the new (free?) world of government documents.
http://www.freegovinfo.org/


Some generally good, meaty books that go a long way in helping one think about the issues of political librarianship…


Bundy, Mary Lee, and Frederick J. Stielow. Activism in American Librarianship, 1962-1973. Vol. 58. New York: Greenwood Press, 1987. 


Mary Lee Bundy is a name you may start to recognize if you read a lot about the intersection of social consciousness and the library profession. After running into a number of her writings, I began to feel a great respect for her work, and it was with sadness I found out she died not long ago. There is a terrific interview with Eric Moon in this volume. Eric Moon took over the Library Journal in the 60s, turned it away from its ALA stodginess and took it into friskier but riskier editorial waters. 

Samek, Toni. Intellectual Freedom and Social Responsibility in American Librarianship, 1967-1974. Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2001. 


Toni Samek has done an incredible job of documenting this turning point in our professional history. Loads of insights to be gained from reading this book. Dr. Samek is a graduate of SLIS, UW-Madison.  Sanford Berman writes the foreword! Does the man ever rest?

Wiegand, Wayne A. The Politics of an Emerging Profession : The American Library Association, 1876-1917. Vol. 56. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1986.

Wayne Wiegand’s work is detailed, well-researched, and thoughtful too. This book covers a time period and profession that does not often find a large adoring readership, which is a pity as it’s a fascinating time in the organizational history of the ever-fascinating ALA. This pre-WWI time is the least political era the organization knew, and because of that, tracing the political inklings can teach us much about group structures and the place and primary issues of librarianship. 
terryross@wisc.edu 
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