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Middleton Public  Library's

Teen Advisory Committee
Middleton Public Library's Teen Advisory Committee started in 1999 and currently has around 10 members. TAC meets monthly and focuses on decisions that will affect the teen section of the library: recommendations for purchase, program ideas, furnishings, computers, etc.  Right now, we have mostly new members as 5 regular members graduated last year.  Decisions are usually made by group voting.

In 2004, we renovated our library by converting basement storage space into our new computer lab, individual study rooms, and adult non-fiction area.  With the added space upstairs, we created a new Teen section.  Our Teen Advisory Committee gave many wonderful suggestions, including the purple puff butterfly chairs, the neon Teens sign, teen gaming computers, and a library pet. (we have an Australian bearded dragon--see VOYA, Oct. 2005 for photos of our Teen section.) 

Prospective members are asked to write 3 book reviews & come to 3 meetings before receiving official membership cards.  New members are always welcome.  Due to changing membership, we currently have no officers, but depending on what the group prefers we may have elections in the future.  We almost always serve chocolate or cookies with special pizza nights & ice cream socials a few times each year.

Advertising for TAC and all teen programs includes: a teen e-list (email list of interested teens), local newspaper, Isthmus & Wisconsin State Journal, school newsletters, high school paper, and flyers distributed to the schools.  In September and May, I also send out letters to all the middle and high school teachers in the area to mention our programs, booktalks, and request they mention our TAC to their classes.  Funding for TAC and all library programming comes from our Friends group, which raises money through booksales. 

Rebecca Van Dan, Young Adult Librarian
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