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Wisconsin Historical Society Resources for Native‑American Genealogy

While the resources held by the Wisconsin Historical Society Library specifically relating to Native‑American genealogy are not extensive, there are some materials that may be of help.  The researcher should certainly not overlook the broad‑scale resources—particularly the newspaper collections (for obituaries, etc.); the U.S. and State censuses, especially the later ones; and the pre‑1907 Wisconsin vital records on microfilm.

As an introduction to this research in general, Stewart Rafert's "American‑Indian Genealogical Research in the Midwest: Resources and Perspectives" in the National Genealogical Society Quarterly, v. 76 no. 3 (Sept. 1988) pp. 212‑224 is highly recommended.  A variety of potentially useful material appears in the Journal of American Indian Family Research (1980‑1991).  The Department of the Interior has a useful summary, “How do I Trace Indian Ancestry” at:  http://www.doi.gov/ancestry.html.  The Department’s in-house biographical index has been published as the Biographical Index of American Indians and Persons Involved in Indian Affairs. 8 volumes (Boston, G. K. Hall, 1966).  The Wisconsin Historical Society has many of the sources cited in this wide-ranging index.

The Library also holds the nation's largest collection of Native‑American newspapers and periodicals, described in detail in Native‑American Periodicals and Newspapers, 1828‑1982 by James P. Danky (Westport, Conn., Greenwood Press, 1984).  A genealogically useful index to Wisconsin materials is the Index to Wisconsin Native‑American Periodicals, 1897‑1981 by Barry C. Noonan (Westport, Conn., 1983) 6 microfiche.

The most genealogically significant of the microfilm publications of the National Archives for Native‑American genealogical research is "Indian Census Rolls, 1885‑1940" (NARA microfilm publication M595, 692 reels).  These censuses, taken by the Bureau of Indian affairs, are an important supplement to the regular U.S. censuses.  Also on microfilm is an 1880 census of the Menominee tribe.  The Library also holds a variety of other materials relating to the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Particularly notable are the “Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 1824-1881” (NARA microfilm publication M234, 962 reels), and the “Special Files of the Office of Indian Affairs, 1807-1904” (NARA microfilm publication M574, 85 reels).

More historical materials should not be ignored.  The researcher should certainly check both the Library and Archives catalogs (MadCat and ArCat—links to both at http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/libraryarchives/) under the tribal name to see what may be available.  

Much key material is held at the National Archives in Washington and its branches.  For further details on this material see the Guide to Records in the National Archives of the United States Relating to American Indians by Edward E. Hill (Washington, D.C., 1982), and The Archives; A Guide to the National Archives Field Branches by Loretto Dennis Szucs and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking (Salt Lake City, 1988).  The web site:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Stuffed Fish News p. 3
http://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/native-americans.html#genealogy provides links to a variety of National Archives resources, including a link to the text of  “American Indians: A Select Catalog of National Archives Microfilm Publications” which gives more detailed descriptions and reel lists of the microfilm publications cited above.  Additional National Archives resources are described at:

http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/heritage/native-american/
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