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Library Alerts and RSS Feed Information: http://www.library.wisc.edu/alerts/
Why Set up an Alert or RSS feed?

· Save time in keeping up with the literature
· See new works by an author
· Get new research on a topic
· Receive current journal table of contents
· Find papers citing your favorite paper
· Keep up on topics of interest
Information on Alert Services

Many databases and publishers offer free alert services that you can set up yourself. You can receive the latest journal tables of contents or the updated results of a saved search. 

Definitions:

Alert Service: This is an alert sent to you via e-mail from a database.  This could be a monthly or a weekly update on your topic.

RSS Feed: Real Simple Syndication. a file format that web sites, blogs, and databases use to show a short description of the content with a link to the full version of the content. An RSS feed can also be called an XML file, syndicated feed, web feed, RSS stream or RSS channel.
Feed reader or aggregator: These collect RSS feeds from several sources and provide a single consolidated storage and viewing location and.
Pros and Cons of Email Alerts and RSS Feeds


RSS Feeds – Pros: many sources collected in one place, and easy to manage


RSS Feeds – Cons: many article databases don’t have RSS feeds yet, and you 
need to remember to check your RSS feed reader. It can also be addictive!

Email Alerts – Pros: they come in your email
Email Alerts – Cons: can get lost in your email
How do I Set Up an Alert?
Choose a database in which to set up your alert. EBSCO/Academic Search, Web of Science and PubMed have excellent alert services.  However, depending on your topic and access, you may find that another database will better serve your needs.

Create a personal profile if necessary.  Some databases, but not all, require that you register to use these customized services.

Use a journal title or use a search to set up a topic alert.  A journal title alert will send you information on the latest articles either via email or RSS feed or both.  A topic alert will use a search you have saved to regularly search the database for (track authors, a specific topic, etc) and send you information about the latest articles on that topic.

Each database will vary slightly in how alerts can be set up, so you may want to check the help once you get there.

For details on setting up alerts or RSS feeds in various library databases go to:

http://www.library.wisc.edu/alerts/rss-alert-guides.html
Visited Links:

www.badgerlink.net OR

www.library.wisc.edu - to get to the databases.
www.bloglines.com - Use this site to create a free feed reader account.
http://www.nytimes.com/ - This site has news RSS feeds.
http://www.technorati.com/ - An index of the blogosphere
http:www.u.arizona.edu/~bfulton/rss for  RSS: A Webliography for Educators, Librarians and Library Media Specialists.
Contact Information:

Amy Kindschi akindschi@library.wisc.edu
Barbara Lazewski blazewski@library.wisc.edu
Tom Durkin tdurkin@library.wisc.edu
Based on previous work done by Eric Larson.
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