Books

Andrews, Sylvia.  Dancing in My Bones.  Illustrated by Ellen Mueller.  HarperCollins, 2001.


A group of children move various body parts because of the hip-hopping, tip-topping, be-bopping, no-stopping dancing in their bones.

*  Barton, Byron.  My Car.  Illustrated by author.  Greenwillow, 2001.


Sam describes in loving detail his car and how he drives it.

Beaumont, Karen.  I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More.  Illustrated by David Catrow.  Harcourt, 2005.


In the rhythm of a familiar folk song, a child cannot resist adding one more dab of paint in surprising places.

Bloom, Suzanne.  Bus for Us.  Illustrated by author.  Boyds Mills Press, 2001.


Eagerly awaiting the bus on her first day of school, Tess learns the names of different vehicles from her older friend, Gus.

*  Cabrera, Jane.  If You’re Happy and You Know It.  Illustrated by author.  Holiday House, 2005.


An elephant, a monkey, and a giraffe join other animals to sing different verses of this popular song that encourages everyone to express their happiness through voice and movement.

Carr, Jan.  Dappled Apples.  Illustrated by Dorothy Donohue.  Holiday, 2001.


Rhyming text and illustrations celebrate the pleasures of fall, from turning leaves and apple picking to pumpkins and Halloween.

Cauley, Lorinda Bryan.  Clap Your Hands.  Illustrated by author.  Putnam, 1992.


Rhyming text instructs the listener to find something yellow, roar like a lion, give a kiss, tell a secret, spin in a circle, and perform other playful activities.

Chodos-Irvine, Margaret.  Ella Sarah Gets Dressed.  Illustrated by author.  Harcourt, 2003.


Despite the advice of others in her family, Ella Sarah persists in wearing the striking and unusual outfit of her own choosing. 

*  Collicutt, Paul.  This Truck.  Illustrated by author.  Farrar, 2004.


Simple text and illustrations present different types of trucks and the work they do.

Cowley, Joy.  Red-Eyed Tree Frog.  Illustrated by Nic Bishop.  Scholastic, 1999.


This frog found in the rain forest of Central America spends the night searching for food while also being careful not to become dinner for some other animal.

Cronin, Doreen.  Wiggle.  Illustrated by Scott Menchin.  Atheneum, 2005.


Rhyming text describes the many ways to wiggle.

Davis, Katie.  Who Hoots?  Illustrated by author.  Harcourt, 2000.


Names animals which don't hoot, buzz, squeak, roar, or quack and also names creatures which do make these sounds.

*  Ehlert, Lois.  Waiting for Wings.  Illustrated by author.  Harcourt, 2001.


Illustrates the life cycle of four common butterflies by featuring butterfly and flower facts, butterfly identification tips, and a guide to creating a butterfly garden.

Faulkner, Keith.  Wide-Mouthed Frog.  Illustrated by Jonathan Lambert.  Dial, 1996.


A wide-mouthed frog is interested in what other animals eat--until he meets a creature that eats only wide-mouthed frogs!

Feiffer, Jules.  Bark, George.  Illustrated by author.  HarperCollins, 1999.


When George the dog tries to bark, other animals’ sounds come out so his mother takes him to a veterinarian who finds a very unusual problem.    

*  Fleming, Denise.  Time to Sleep.  Illustrated by author.  Holt, 1997.


Bear tells snail that winter is almost here, which sets off a chain of events that eventually lead back to the hibernating bear.

Gardiner, Lindsey.  When Poppy and Max Grow Up.  Illustrated by author.  Little, Brown, 2001


For now, taking care of her dog Max is the best job in the world, but Poppy imagines being grown up and spinning like a ballet dancer, and painting like an artist, and more.

Gelman, Rita Golden.  Pizza Pat.  Illustrated by Will Terry.  Random House, 1999.


A cumulative rhyme describes the choppy cheese, sloppy sausages, gloppy tomatoes, and floppy dough that are cooked into a pizza and enjoyed by dozens of mice.

Gill, Jim.  May there always be Sunshine.  Illustrated by Susie Signorino-Richards.  Jim Gill Books, 2001.


Using thoughts children have shared during concerts, the book expands on a traditional Russian folk song.

Harter, Debbie.  Animal Boogie.  Illustrated by author.  Barefoot Books, 2000.


In the jungle, the animals' toes are twitching, their bodies are wiggling, and their wings are flapping--as they teach children how to do the Animal Boogie.

Henkes, Kevin.  Kitten’s First Full Moon.  Illustrated by author.  Greenwillow, 2004.


When Kitten mistakes the full moon for a bowl of milk, she ends up tired, wet, and hungry trying to reach it.

Hines, Anna Grossnickle.  Whose Shoes?  Illustrated by LeUyen Pham.  Harcourt, 2001.


A mouse tries on the shoes of various family members, from Daddy's great big clompy shoes and Mommy's clappy high-heeled shoes to those of Brother and Baby, but only one pair is just right.

Hort, Lenny.  Seals on the Bus.  Illustrated by G. Brian Karas.  Holt, 2000.


Different animals--including seals, tigers, geese, rabbits, monkeys, and more--make their own sounds as they ride all around the town on a bus.

London, Jonathan.  Crunch Munch.  Illustrated by Michael Rex.  Harcourt, 2001.


A rhythmic description of the different ways in which various animals eat, from a frog eating flies to a cat lapping milk.

Martin, Bill.  Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?  Illustrated by Eric Carle.  Holt, 1992.


Children see a variety of animals, each one a different color, and a teacher looking at them. 

Massie, Diane Redfield.  Baby Beebee Bird.  Illustrated by Steven Kellogg.  HarperCollins, 2000.


The zoo animals find a way to keep the baby beebee bird awake during the day so that they can get some sleep at night.  

McFarland, Lyn Rossiter.  Mouse Went Out to Get a Snack.  Illustrated by Jim McFarland.  Farrar, 2005.


A hungry mouse finds a tableful of delectable morsels in quantities which illustrate counting from one to ten.

McFarland, Lyn Rossiter.  Widget.  Illustrated by Jim McFarland.  Farrar, 2001.


A small stray dog is accepted into a household full of cats by learning to "fit in", but when his mistress is hurt, he demonstrates that being a dog is not all bad.

Murphy, Jill.  Peace at Last.  Illustrated by author.  Dial, 1980.


Mr. Bear spends the night searching for enough peace and quiet to go to sleep.

O’Garden, Irene.  Scrubbly-Bubbly Car Wash.  Illustrated by Cynthia Jabar.  HarperCollins, 2003.


Rhythmic, rhyming text describes what happens as a car goes through a car wash.

Olson, K. C.  Construction Countdown.  Illustrated by David Gordon.  Holt, 2004.

Introduces numbers and subtraction as the reader counts construction equipment from ten to one. 

Peters, Lisa Westberg.  Cold Little Duck, Duck, Duck.  Illustrated by Sam Williams.  Greenwillow, 2000.


Early one spring a little duck arrives at her pond and finds it still frozen, but not for long.

Rex, Michael.  My Freight Train.  Illustrated by author.  Holt, 2002.  


A little boy, living out his fantasy of driving his own freight train, describes the different cars, what each carries, how they are connected, and more. 

Riley, Linnea Asplind.  Mouse Mess.  Illustrated by author.  Blue Sky Press, 1997.


A hungry mouse leaves a huge mess when it goes in search of a snack.

Slater, Dashka.  Baby Shoes.  Illustrated by Hiro Nakata.  Bloomsbury, 2006.


After taking a walk with his mother, Baby's new white shoes with the blue stripe are covered with a variety of colors.

Smee, Nicola.  Clip-Clop.  Illustrated by author.  Boxer Books, 2006.


When Mr. Horse gives a ride to his friends, Cat, Dog, Pig, and Duck, they urge him to go faster and faster.

Steig, William.  Pete’s a Pizza.  Illustrated by author.  HarperCollins, 1998.


When Pete feels miserable because rain makes it impossible to play ball outdoors, his father finds a fun indoor game to play with his son.

*  Stoeke, Janet Morgan.  Hat for Minerva Louise.  Illustrated by author.  Dutton, 1994.


Minerva Louise, a snow-loving chicken, mistakes a pair of mittens for two hats to keep both ends warm.

*  Sturges, Philemon.  I Love Trains!  Illustrated by Shari Halpern.  HarperCollins, 2001.


A boy expresses his love of trains, describing many kinds of train cars and their special jobs.

Suen, Anastasia.  Raise the Roof.  Illustrated by Elwood H. Smith.  Viking, 2003.


A family helps build their new house.

*  Tafuri, Nancy.  Five Little Chicks.  Illustrated by author.  Simon & Schuster, 2006.



Five chicks and their mother peck in the corn patch in search of breakfast.
*  Thompson, Lauren.  Mouse’s First Spring.  Illustrated by Buket Erdogan.  Simon & Schuster, 2005.


A mouse and its mother experience the delights of nature on a windy spring day.

Van Laan, Nancy.  Possum Come a-Knockin’.  Illustrated by George Booth.  Knopf, 2002.


A cumulative tale in verse about a mysterious stranger that interrupts a family's daily routine. 

*  Walsh, Melanie.  Do Donkeys Dance?  Illustrated by author.  Houghton Mifflin, 2000.


Asks such questions as "Do hippos hop?" and "Can ladybugs stand on one leg?" and then tells which animal makes each specific movement.

Walter, Virginia.  “Hi, Pizza Man!”  Illustrated by Ponder Goembel.  Orchard, 1995.


While a young girl waits for the delivery of a hot pizza, she provides the appropriate animal sounds for a variety of pretend animal pizza deliverers.

“”HWeeks, Sarah.  Mrs. McNosh Hangs up Her Wash.  Illustrated by Nadine Bernard Westcott.  HarperCollins, 1998.


Mrs. McNosh hangs up her wash with such gusto that her clothesline ends up holding the dog, a Christmas wreath, a kite, and other odd items.

Weeks, Sarah.  Overboard!  Illustrated by Sam Williams,  Harcourt, 2006.


From morning to night, a young child playfully grabs and throws items, including a bathtime rubber ducky and snacktime raisins.   

Wells, Rosemary.  Noisy Nora.  Illustrated by author.  Dial, 1997.


Feeling neglected, Nora makes more and more noise to attract her parents' attention.

*  Willems, Mo.  Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus.  Illustrated by author.  Hyperion, 2003.


A pigeon begs, pleads and even throws a tantrum when he can’t drive a bus, which is his dream.

Willems, Mo.  Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late.  Illustrated by author.  Hyperion, 2006.


A pigeon comes up with many reasons why he should not go to bed.
Wilson, Karma.  Bear Snores On.  Illustrated by Jane Chapman.  McElderry, 2002.


On a cold winter night many animals gather to party in the cave of a sleeping bear, who then awakes and protests that he has missed the food and the fun.

Yolen, Jane.  How Do Dinosaurs Say Good Night?  Illustrated by Mark Teague.  Blue Sky Press, 2000.


Mother and child ponder the different ways a dinosaur can say goodnight, from slamming his tail and pouting to giving a big hug and kiss.

Zane, Alex.  Wheels on the Race Car.  Illustrated by James Warhola.  Orchard, 2005.


Animal race car drivers roar around the track. Text based on the popular song, The Wheels on the Bus.

*  These authors have several books appropriate for toddlers.
Susan M. Dailey, Toddler
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