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Thank you.  When Tom Hennen called to tell me I had been selected for this award, I asked why; I didn’t do anything.

I still feel that way.  I’ve done the job I was asked and agreed to do.

Nonetheless, it is very nice to be recognized for one’s efforts.  I deeply appreciate this honor.

Community service has costs, particularly in time spent away from family.  I would like to publicly thank my wife, Paula, for her patience and support.

I am very pleased to be associated with libraries.

When I was an undergrad at the University of Illinois in the mid 1970s, I spent a great deal of time at the University libraries.  Unlike my children, I required a quiet place to study.  At that time, and I assume still, the U of I was reputed to have one of the largest libraries in the world.

On study breaks I would wander the stacks, awed by the brilliance surrounding me and overwhelmed knowing I could never consume it all.

Our libraries are the repositories of, or if you prefer the portal to, mankind’s intellectual achievements in thought and creativity.

Unlike other museums, however, the patron doesn’t stand behind a rope line or plexiglass.  Library patrons are encouraged, indeed expected, to touch, to engage, to actively participate with and in the collection.

And thus intellectual achievement continues.

I am honored to play a small role in the growth and perpetuation of libraries.

Thank you for all you do.

And thank you again for this award.

