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Sites marked by * are ones I plan to talk about today.
Meta-sites/directories
* FirstGov for Kids

http://www.kids.gov/

Developed and maintained by the Federal Citizen Information Center

· “Provides links to Federal kids' sites along with some of the best kids' sites from other organizations all grouped by subject.”

· Organized alphabetically by subject, then by title of site.

· Each listing has a brief annotation.

FirstGov en Español:  Para Niños y Jóvenes

(FirstGov in Spanish:  For Kids and Youth)

http://www.firstgov.gov/Espanol/Temas/Ninos.shtml

Maintained by:  Office of Citizen Services and Communications, U.S. General Services Administration

· Organized alphabetically by title.
Hot Topic:  Coloring Books

http://www.evergreen.edu/library/govdocs/coloringbooks.html

Compiled and maintained by:  Daniel J. Evans Library, Evergreen State College (Olympia, Washington)

· “This is a listing of coloring books published by Federal government agencies..a great way for kids to learn about the world around them through color.”
· Most books are in pdf format.

· Organized alphabetically by publishing agency, then by title.

Government in general
* Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids  

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/index.html

Developed and maintained by the Government Printing Office.

· Excellent civics site.  Describes the branches of federal government; the law-making, electoral, and citizenship processes; and the roles of the federal and state governments. 
· Has links to the core historical documents of the nation (including the Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, and Constitution).

· Different sections for grades K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 (including information on the national high school debate topic) and parents and teachers.
· Each section has print and interactive games.

Kids in the House

http://clerkkids.house.gov/index.html

Maintained by the Office of the Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives

· In-depth look at the U.S. House of Representatives.  Covers how a bill becomes a law, the committee system, and roles of the House leadership.  Can take virtual tours of the Capitol complex.

· In the “How Laws Are Made” section, “Inspect-a-Law” follows the creation of federal holidays using primary source documents; “Research Legislation” describes where to go to research certain types of questions (i.e., how to find a bill’s status, how to find if a certain Congressperson sponsored a bill)

Art

* Meet Me At Midnight

http://midnight.si.edu/default_flash.html

Developed and maintained by the Smithsonian American Art Museum
· “An interactive online adventure that takes place in an animated Smithsonian American Art Museum.” 

· “Visitors choose a friend—a character that has been separated from its artwork—to help aright the mixed-up museum and find its way back home” by learning about and answering questions about key concepts in American art. 

· Long prologue; once you finish an activity, you can choose to continue or exit.

· Intended for children age 8 to 10 years.

· Includes Parents & Educators Guide with lesson plan.

NGA Kids

http://www.nga.gov/kids/

Developed and maintained by the National Gallery of Art

· Great mix of art history/theory text and activities, as well as a section for creating art.

· Can take an interactive tour of the Gallery’s Sculpture Garden.
· Can explore works of different artists/genres, with “tours” that mix text and activities.

· Can create interactive art online in the Art Zone.
Business/money

Teen Business Link

http://www.sba.gov/teens/

Developed and maintained by the Small Business Administration 
· “Business Tips for You” has a good set of questions for anyone starting a business.
· “Put It in Writing” a good step-by-step guide to writing a business plan.

Understanding Taxes for Students  

http://www.irs.gov/app/understandingTaxes/jsp/s_student_home.jsp

Developed and maintained by the Internal Revenue Service

· Useful for teens and adults wanting to learn the basics of taxes.

· “Tax Tutorials” walk you through some of the basic things you need to know about taxes.

· Check out the “Tax Trivia” in the “Cool Stuff” section.

Careers

Occupational Outlook Handbook

http://www.bls.gov/oco/

Compiled by the Bureau of Labor Statistics

· “For hundreds of types of jobs...gives you:  the training and education needed; earnings; expected job prospects; what workers do on the job; working conditions”

* Scientists in Action

http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/scientists/index.html

Published in 1999 by the U.S. Geological Survey

· Online version of a book, with stories of scientists at work.

* Life Works

http://science.education.nih.gov/LifeWorks.nsf/feature/index.htm

Compiled and maintained by National Institutes of Health’s Office of Science Education 

· “Check Out a Success Story” section features interviews with people in over 50 different health-related careers.  

· Interview subjects discuss why they chose the careers, typical workday, what they like best/least about work, career goals, hobbies.
Did You Ever Wonder? 

http://www.lbl.gov/wonder/

Developed and maintained by Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

· In-depth profiles of scientists and the projects they’re working on.  

Women of NASA-Profiles
http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/women/WON.html

Compiled by NASA Quest, a “resource for educators, kids and space enthusiasts who are interested in meeting and learning about NASA people and the national space program.”

· Profiles of women working for NASA, in a wide variety of areas, from administration and education to hands-on science.

· Unfortunately, I don’t think the Women of NASA program gets much funding anymore.

Fun

* NIEHS Kids’ Pages

http://www.niehs.nih.gov/kids/home.htm

Developed and maintained by:  National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
· Expansive brainteaser/riddles and jokes (“Laugh It Up” sections.  Also lots of games.

· Not so excited about the “Pandemic Flu, What Should I Do?” and “Hurricane Katrina and the NIEHS” sections—seem a little scary.
Health

* GirlsHealth.gov

http://www.girlshealth.gov/index.htm

Sponsored by the National Women’s Health Information Center, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Office of Women’s Health

· Extensive site covering topics related to girls’ physical and mental health.  

· Includes sections on body, fitness, nutrition, illness and disability, drugs, alcohol and smoking, mind, relationships, bullying, safety. 

· Follows current administration’s policy of sex education consisting mostly of abstinence education.

History

* America’s Story from America’s Library

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi

Developed and maintained by the Library of Congress

· Short stories (2-3 screents) on slices of American history:  people, pastimes, businesses, states, and so on.

· Mix of text, photos, sound and video files, games.

* Time Machine (from H.I.P. Pocket Change)

http://www.usmint.gov/kids/timeMachine/begin.cfm

Developed and maintained by the U.S. Mint

· Interactive, animated stories from seven points in U.S. history (1677–1906).  Explores each year/historical event through coins and currency.

· Site has plans to create stories for last five stops on timeline (1917–present), but the only way you learn they’re not developed yet is by clicking on each date.

· Lots of interesting and fun activities in rest of H.I.P. Pocket Change (http://www.usmint.gov/kids/flashIndex.cfm) site.
George Washington:  A National Treasure (Kids section)
http://georgewashington.si.edu/kids/index.html

Developed and maintained by the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery to accompany a traveling exhibition (during the early 2000s) of the Lansdowne portrait of George Washington.
· Patriot Papers section (http://georgewashington.si.edu/kids/patriot.html) uses a newspaper format (fake articles and advertisements) to illustrate the life of George Washington.

· In Portrait for Kids (http://georgewashington.si.edu/kids/portrait.html) you can fill in, element by element the famous portrait of George Washington, learning about history and portraiture along the way.
· Includes a Teacher Guide and Family Guide.
Science

* Web Rangers!
http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/

Developed and maintained by the National Park Service

· Includes information about historic and cultural as well as scientific aspects of sites managed by Park Service.

· Has three different levels.  Each level has three “tours,” each featuring a different set of parks, and each tour has 5 activities.

· Involves a lot of reading, and some activities require reading a lot of instructions.

· Related site:  NPS Park Fun Guide 

http://www.nps.gov/learn/gozone.htm
· Links to kids web pages developed by individual national parks.
· Not all parks have their own sites, and sites do vary in quality.
Environmental Kids Club

http://www.epa.gov/kids/

Developed and maintained by the Environmental Protection Agency
· Gateway to sites developed by individual bureaus of the EPA.

· Topics covered include air, water, garbage and recycling, plants and animals.

· Each site usually includes a section with an overview (in words and drawings) of an issue, plus interactive and print-out games.

· Some sites have different sections for different ages/grade levels.

· One example:  

* Kids Air

http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqikids_new.main

· Two sections, for 7-10 year olds (with Spanish-language version), and grades K and 1.

* ISS EarthKam 
http://www.earthkam.ucsd.edu/

Sponsored by NASA
· ISS EarthKam “enables students, teachers and the public to learn about Earth from the unique perspective of space. At the core of the program is a spectacular collection of digital images of Earth.  
· “ISS EarthKAM images are unique because they are taken by middle school students. Using the World Wide Web, select middle schools request images based upon their classroom investigations.”

· Text accompanies images, to put images in context.

· Good mix of interactive activities.
· Includes section for educators.

* Energy Kid's Page
http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/
Developed and maintained by the Energy Information Administration

· Extensive explanations, with diagrams and illustrations of energy sources and how they work. 

· History section includes timelines for use of types of energy in U.S., and biographies of people important in humans’ relationship with different energy sources.

· Sections on uses of, science of (lots of measuring) and saving energy.

· “Fun and Games” section:
· Games:  mostly pencil games, though they do include Sudoku, complete with energy-related symbols.

· Riddles

· “Field Trips,” accounts of visiting various energy facilities and related sites.  Stories include photos of the “energy ant” doll in various places.
· Section of “Classroom Activities,” including link to list of science fair activities.

BLM Learning Landscapes
http://www.blm.gov/education/LearningLandscapes/students.html

Developed and maintained by the Bureau of Land Management, Environmental Education and Volunteer Programs

· Activities and materials primarily about wildlife ecology and archaeology.

· The booklet Walk on the Wild Side: Explore Your Public Lands is a book for printing out, with a page of explanation and a pencil game for about 15 different topics.  Also available in Spanish.
· “Fun and Games” section features the most relevant game of “concentration” I’ve seen on a kids’ site (matching pictures of invasive species).  Also includes an interactive geography quiz.

· Burning Issues:  Fire in Wildhorse Basin (http://www.blm.gov/education/whb/index.html#) is an interactive site in which kids learn about fire in a Wyoming ecosystem.
· Includes a section for teachers.
Sci4Kids
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/

Developed and maintained by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Research Service

· Lots of stories about how agriculture and science are solving problems in unexpected ways.

· Each story generally presented on a page; includes graphics.

· Amazing variety of topics.
Technology

FCC Kids Zone

http://www.fcc.gov/kidszone/

Developed and maintained by the Federal Communications Commission’s Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau
· “History” section has short histories of communication technologies, including radio, tv, phones, and satellites.

· Separate “zones’ for grades K-3, 4-8, and 9-12, which have the frequently asked questions (and the answers) for those age ranges.

· Games are interactive, one step up from pencil games.

· “Parents Place” links to a section of FCC information for parents.

· Has a “Teachers Section”
Sites to avoid:
Teen Workers

http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/teenworkers/teenworkers.html

Maintained by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
The different ways teen workers can die...and dated information to back it up.

Future State (U.S. Department of State for Youth)

http://www.future.state.gov/

Developed and maintained by the State Department

· The section on “Why Diplomacy Matters” starts with a photo of the Twin Towers collapsing.

· “Where in the World” section has some pretty depressing stories from diplomats’ children living abroad.

Try instead:
· Kids World

From the Peace Corps

http://www.peacecorps.gov/kids/

· CIA World Factbook

From the CIA

https://cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/af.html

· Basic overviews of every country in the world.

US Patent and Trademark Office Kids Page

http://www.uspto.gov/go/kids/

Unfortunately, the wallpaper and animations on this site make it very hard to read.
Try instead:

· Lemelson Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation

http://invention.smithsonian.org/home/

From the Smithsonian
Mine Safety and Health Administration’s Web Page for Kids
http://www.msha.gov/kids/kidshp.htm

· Particularly the “Places To Stay Away From!” section (http://www.msha.gov/KIDS/ABANDON/UNDER.HTM):  I suppose it’s necessary information, but it’s pretty grim, including the black and white drawings.
If you want to develop your own list of good government web sites for kids, visit:
Great Web Sites for Kids

From ALA & ALSC http://www.ala.org/gwstemplate.cfm?section=greatwebsites&template=/cfapps/gws/default.cfm

Selection criteria:

http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/greatwebsites/greatwebsitesforkids/greatwebsites.htm

State Government Sites

Nancy Mulhern

Government Information Librarian
Wisconsin Historical Society Library
816 State Street
Madison, WI  53706-1488

(608) 261-2460
Nancy.Mulhern@wisconsinhistory.org

Technical consideration:  Software needed to run the state sites:

· Adobe Acrobat

· Macromedia and Flash animation

· Shockwave players

Connecticut

http://www.kids.state.ct.us/games.htm

Excellent puzzles
Kentucky

http: www.kyvl.org/htm/kids/f_portel.html

Virtual library portal

Maine

http://www.maine.gov/sos/kids/fyigames.htm

Vanity Plate game
New Jersey

http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/

Very cool games
Pennsylvania Attorney General

http://www.attorneygeneral.gov/kid_site/elementary_school.htm

Rude but very funny matching game[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
