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List of web sites

Koha http://www.koha.org 

LibLime http://liblime.com/demos
Project Blacklight http://blacklight.betech.virginia.edu   

VUfind http://www.vufind.org 
List of Open Source OPAC Projects
Evergreen

Fac-Bac
Koha

Project Blacklight
Social OPAC

Scriblio
VUfind

WP OPAC
Open Source Programming Support and Consultants
Equinox

LibLime

Open Source OPAC Features:

· Stemming breaks up a search term into its root parts.  For example, Running = run.  Plurals become singular, and it corrects misuses of phrases or misspellings. 

· Relevance Ranking that is customizable much like Amazon.com.  Products like VUfind allow you to adjust the relevance ranking by indicating which MARC fields take preference.  For instance, the 245 field (title) could be given the most relevance over other MARC fields, even though the wording searched appears more frequently in other MARC fields.  

· Faceting which are sidebar limiters built automatically from the MARC record tags.  They will limit your search further and appear only if limit options exist.  Things like library location, format, language, etc. are available.  The advantage is that you don’t need to know any of these limits before or during your initial search.

· Social Networking 

· Tagging creates patron generated search terms or subject terms (metadata) such as Book club choices, intuitive subject choices, Battle of the Books list, Summer Reading List, a Teacher’s list.  Tagging is an intuitive workaround of the status quo, meaning the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH).  So instead of needing to know Barbecue Cookery in LCSH (NOTE everyone else uses BarbeQue) to find barbeque cookbooks, patrons can tag with a term they are familiar with like “BBQ.”  This does not change the LCSH, nor does it change how a raw search happens, it only gives another search option created by patrons using tags.

· Patrons can also leave comments and rank like on Amazon.  Any of these features can be turned on or off.  You have complete control which demonstrates the flexibility of Open Source.

What you need to install:

You’ll need to house the application on a server running Windows, Linux, or Solaris with Apache, MySQL, and PHP installed.  You will also need a dump of your MARC records to load in to test and modify per your organization.

Cost Considerations (possible savings):
· With vendor products you pay to purchase, you pay annually for support, you pay for changes (that may or may not happen), and you pay for your tech staff.  
· With Open Source you don’t purchase a product because it’s free.  You can pay for migration and implementation if your techs do not have the skills; however, if they do, you only pay their work.  You can pay for support from LibLime, Equinox, or others who provide it, but it may not be necessary.  

· With Open Source you inherit all the other changes other libraries pay either LibLime or their own staff to create.  Every time there is an update, all the new features developed by other libraries would be accessible to you.  The updates will not automatically override your settings.  You have the ability to enable them after you’ve reviewed and tested them.
