Timeline of recent E-book developments
November 2011

· June 2010 – Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) issued its “eBook feasibility study for public libraries,” urging libraries, among other things, to cooperate to a degree not seen before and to leverage combined purchasing power in the marketplace.

· May 2011 – Wisconsin E-book summit held: participants called for greater cooperation among libraries and sustainable funding models for digital media content.

· May 2011 – Wisconsin Public Library Consortium Board President, Jim Trojanowski, forms committee to recommend a funding model for a greater investment in statewide shared digital media collections.  The committee meets virtually and recommends organizing a one million dollar shared funding pool in 2010, with public library systems as the organizing focus for fundraising.  The funding formula was based on an average of use statistics and population.  In the course of the work of the committee, the DPI DLTCL committed to matching LSTA grant funds with public library systems on a 70/30 (i.e., DLTCL would commit up to $300,000 toward the one million dollar shared funding pool) 
· July 2011 – WPLC Board approves the formation of the 2012 shared funding pool with the intention that 2012 would be the first year of an ongoing commitment to funding.
· August 2011 – OverDrive changes policy, allowing library systems to establish “Advantage” accounts, thereby allowing them to add additional copies to the collection for use by system area residents.  Individual library “Advantage” accounts are deemed to be in violation of “same services” requirements in state statute.  Winnefox libraries have committed $30,000 to “Advantage” copies in 2011 and early 2012.

· September 2011 – WPLC Board appointed an ad hoc committee to survey the marketplace of digital media products for distribution by public libraries and to recommend a vendor / product purchasing strategy for the 2012 shared funding pool.  Report of this committee is due in time for November 9, 2011 WPLC Board meeting.
