WLA Intellectual Freedom Roundtable

DRAFT Minutes of the October 22, 2009 

Annual Business Meeting 

And

Board Meeting

Appleton, WI

Present:  Val Edwards (Chair), Helen Adams (Chair-Elect), Linda Mooney (Secretary), Amanda Tuthill (Member-at-Large), Megan Schliesman (Ex-Officio), Michael Tyree (Board Member).

The Annual Business Meeting was called to order.

1. Introductions were had.  

2. Discussed the 2009 Annual Report

a. Membership stands at around 50 people.

b. Noted IFRT had a display at the WEMTA & WAAPL conferences.

c. At Helen’s suggestion, IFRT hosted a WLA preconference workshop on Ethical Fitness, presented by Nancy Zimmerman, which went very well.  There were 15 registrations, 13 attended.

d. Noted that at Helen’s suggestion, Angela Maycock, Assistant Director, ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom, will present a program on ALA’s Privacy Initiative later today.
e. Noted that there will be a presentation tonight at the award ceremony, recognizing the West Bend group.
i. Discussed the fact that although the Round Table gave support and encouragement to the West Bend Library, there is no official process to assist libraries in these types of situations.  Decided that the question of what role can IFRT play should be discussed with Lisa Strand.  
ii. Discussion was had about developing a seminar on “Censorship 101:  What to do if this hits your library.”

f. Noted that the WLA Board meeting was held Tuesday night, October 21st.  The Board approved a resolution regarding the Patriot Act.  

i. Helen suggested that we inform our federal and state legislators and the governor of this resolution.

ii. Noted that we should include the resolution in the WLA and IFRT newsletters to make all members aware of it.

g. Noted new Board members, Judy Eulberg (Portgage), retired, Joyce Latham (UWM SOIS), and Michael Tyree (West Bend PL).  The website needs to be updated with these new names.

h. Discussed Member Clicks, the WLA community building tool,  and the possible ways for the IFRT to utilize this tool.

i. Noted that the Chair and Chair-Elect should plan on attending the Chair Advisory Committee.

j. Discussed the restructuring of WLA, noted that action will probably take place next year.

i. Conversation taking place due to lack of adequate numbers of volunteers to fulfill leadership positions and to keep the various units viable.  Noted that the suggested scaling down of representation to the various boards and elimination of at-large board members raises concerns about retaining a voice for smaller groups and putting more work on those who remain in leadership positions.  

ii. Conversations are also taking place on the best use of WLA funds, which may move to a system where the units will apply for funds for specific projects.  This is not being considered as a means to take funding away from units, rather is it to ensure that funds are being put to good use.

The Meeting was adjourned.

