Library Legislative Day 

Tips for a Successful Day
Thank you for participating in Library Legislative Day. We hope these tips help make your day more enjoyable!
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Learn about your legislators’ interests and personalize your presentation. 
Go to http://legis.wisconsin.gov/ to learn more about your legislators’ interests and concerns. Advocacy is as much about making a personal connection as it is about presenting the value and needs of Wisconsin libraries. Talk about the ramifications of pending issues on your legislators’ constituents. 

Please show up at the appointed time and with your group. 
Because the appointments are made in advance and confirmed for your entire group, please adhere to the schedule and stay with your group.  However, if you wish to tag along with your colleagues for additional appointments, please do so.

Appoint a group leader.

If you are with a group of three or more, appoint a leader to get things started and make sure all major issues are discussed. Stay on message as much as possible. 

Consult the map of the Capitol in your folder if you don’t know your way around. 

Offices are designated by a room number and wing.  Each wing is marked, easily visible from the rotunda. The map in your folder or the Capitol information desk can also help. 
Expect the possibility of meeting with legislative staff.

We were often able to schedule appointments only with legislative staff.  Although your schedule doesn’t note this, you should not be surprised if your legislator is unavailable. However, meeting with an aide can be just as productive as meeting with your legislator; never disregard their influence. Please show your appreciation for their time. 

Send a thank you on Wednesday.

A brief thank you letter to each legislator you visited is a good follow up to your visit.  It emphasizes your interest in the issues and reminds the legislator of your visit.

Let us know how things went.

A brief evaluation will be emailed to you on Wednesday, if you provided WLA with an email address. We hope to hear from you.

