
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
OPERATOR EXAMPLE  FINDS PAGES CONTAINING 
 
birth order    the words birth and order 

 

“birth order”    the exact phrase “birth order” 

 

violence OR aggression  either the word violence or the word aggression 

 

virus -computer   the word virus but NOT the word computer 

 

spider +internet   information about software NOT arachnids 

 

~auto safety    synonyms for the word auto: truck, vehicle, car, etc. 

 

site:     restricted to a specific domain (put in the search term first) 
     Example: “west nile virus” site:cdc.gov   
     Example: steroids site:.edu OR site:.gov 
 
define:     definitions of a specified word from around the Web 

 

copyright * violations   copyright and violations separated by one or more words 
     Example: copyright law violations; Copyright Act Violations 

 

ADVANCED OPERATORS     MEANING  TYPE INTO SEARCH BOX 
 

link:     linked pages  link:www.wla.lib.wi.us/wapl/ 
       (Find pages linked to WAPL’s Website) 
 
related:    related pages  related:www.wla.lib.wi.us/wapl/ 
       (Find pages related to the WAPL’s Website) 
  
info:     info about a page info:www.stormfront.org 

(Example: “Racialist discussion board for pro- 
White activists and anyone else interested in  
White survival.”) 



  
 
Google Patents  
 
Premiered in December 2006. 
 

Pros: 
• Keyword searchable in entire patent history. 
• You can search for words within patents. 

 
Cons: 
• Details that are included vary from patent to patent depending upon what information is available. 
• Not yet able to view or print full text patents. 
• Doesn’t currently include patent applications, international patents, or recent U.S. patents. 

 
 
Most Records Include: 
 
 Patent Summary – key citation information about the patent 
 Claims – lists the specific claims made by the patent 
 Drawings – displays thumbnail links of drawings in the body of the patent 
 Citations – lists other patents cited by the patent 
 Referenced by – links you to all the patents that reference the one you’re viewing 
 
To view the full text, take the patent number that you find in Google Patents and go to www.pat2pdf.org. 
 
Fun Demos include: iPod, girdle, Houdini’s diving suit, hairspray, etc. 

http://www.pat2pdf.org/


 
 
 
 

 
 
Google Books 
 
Library Partners: Bavarian State Library, Princeton University, University of California, National 
Library of Catalonia, Harvard University, University Complutense of Madrid, University of 
Michigan, New York Public Library, Oxford University, Stanford University, University of Texas-
Austin, University of Virginia, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
 
Interpreting your Google Books Search Results 
 

• Full View  - digital version of entire book is available.  Items are in the public domain 
(published before 1923), or author has given approval for access to the entire book 

• Limited Preview – view a limited number of pages (access is determined by publisher).  
Usually the table of contents and/or index are included; sometimes whole chapters are 
available. 

• Snippet View – view a few sentences around your search term 
• No Preview Available – view basic citation information about the book 

 
Options 

 
• Search in this book – allows the user to search within the book they have selected 
• About this book – provides citation information (complete title, ISBN and subject 

headings) 
• Find it in a Library – accesses WorldCat to search, by zip code, for libraries which own 

the item 
• Buy the book – Click on one of the links to online booksellers to go to directly to a page 

where you can buy the book 
 
 
Google Book Search Help: http://books.google.com/intl/en/googlebooks/help.html

http://books.google.com/intl/en/googlebooks/help.html


 
 
 

Google Scholar 

 
 
 

Explanation of Links 

1.  Title – Links to the abstract of the article, or when available on the web, the complete article. 
2.  Cited By – Identifies other papers that have cited articles in the group.  
3.  Related Articles – Finds other papers that are similar to articles in this group. 
4.  Web Search – Searches for information about this work on Google. 
5.  Library Links  – Locates libraries which have a physical copy of the work.  
6.  BL Direct – Purchase the full text of the article through the British Library.  Recommend interlibrary  
     loan to patrons, if available. 
7.  Group of – Finds other articles included in this group of scholarly works, possibly preliminary, which  
     you may be able to access. Examples include preprints, abstracts, conference papers or other  
     adaptations. 
 
 
Advanced Google Scholar Search Tips: http://scholar.google.com/scholar/refinesearch.html
 
Hints for Effective Searching:   Use Web “operators” (~ + - “ “ ) to refine your search 
      Limit search terms to “in the title of the article” 
      Limit by date 
 

 

http://scholar.google.com/scholar/refinesearch.html

