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certain post-conference “high” that comes 

TTending a WLA Conference packed with TT programming, plenty of opportunities TTwith library colleagues across the state, TTg exhibitor displays and some moments TTof sheer fun. The WLA Conference, at the Kala-TT
hari in Wisconsin Dells this
November, was that kind 
of experience. It takes the 
collective efforts of many 
committed people to make it 
happen: the WLA leadership, 
the conference planning 
committee, the WLA offi ce 
staff, various board and com-
mittee members through-
out the WLA structure—and

engaged attendees, in the audience or presenting. 
The WLA Foundation, too, had an important pres-
ence at the conference, and I would like to thank 
all of the people on the WLAF Board and WLAF 
committees, the WLAF staff and the many WLAF 
volunteers for their contributions.

WLAF helped to kick off the Conference by 
sponsoring the “Magic, Power and Joy of Philan-
thropy” preconference with Marcy Heim. WLAF 
Board member Bernie Bellin and WLAF com-
munications coordinator Pat Eschmann worked 
tirelessly with other volunteers to host a silent 
auction fundraiser that drew in a stream of bidders 
for the choice onsite and online auction items. 
They also teamed up as lead organizers for the 
Bowling & Boards evening extravaganza fundraiser. 
The combined auction events
and fundraiser set a record for 
the last fi ve years. A hearty 
thank you to all of you who
donated items and bid—and 
bid again!

It was an honor for me to meet all but one of 
the WLAF scholarship winners at the awards ban-
quet. These students and in-service library staff 
clearly were thrilled to have received the WLAF 
scholarships. As a sponsor of awards and scholar-
ships, WLAF is a partner in promoting excellence 
in libraries and librarianship across the state. At the 
banquet, the Wisconsin Library Heritage Center 

steering committee announced fi ve new inductees. 
Most of these WLAF Heritage Center honorees were 
historic, but Cal Potter was recognized enthusiasti-
cally at the ceremony! 

Pete Gilbert, chair of the WLAF Campaign 
action committee, and other committee members
organized a “Say Cheese Day” program for the 
last day of the Conference. Thanks to the commit-
tee’s guidance, the WLAF “Wisconsin Libraries Say 
Cheese! A Day in Pictures” rolled out on Nov. 17, 
2010 with strong participation by all types of librar-
ies across the state. “Say Cheese” is a wonderful way 
to graphically tell the story of the value of Wiscon-
sin libraries as essential institutions—which is what 
the Campaign is all about. Check out the Campaign 
Web site and share with your constituencies these 
images which illustrate and promote the services 
that libraries offer and the impact of libraries on
Wisconsin citizenry.

The Campaign action committee, working with 
WLA Executive Director Lisa Strand, the WLAF 
Board and others has identifi ed a vendor to create 
a revitalized Web presence for the Foundation. 
WLAF will be contracting for the work by early next 
year. In addition, as we look toward 2011, WLAF 
will be announcing some new donor opportuni-
ties and recognition programs orchestrated by the
WLAF development committee chaired by Rick 
Krumweide. 

Congratulations to the new 2011 Board mem-
ber, Valerie Malzacher, who was elected to a 
three-year term. The newly elected 2011 offi cers 
are: Jane Pearlmutter, president; Joseph Rice, vice 

president; Nancy McCle-
ments, secretary and Jan Berg,
treasurer. Thanks to the 2010 
Board members for their 
exceptional service this year.

In addition to Pearlmutter, Rice, McClements and
Berg, 2010 Board members are Bernie Bellin (who
is leaving the Board), Pete Gilbert, Bill Robison and 
Rob Zimmers. Lisa Strand serves as an ex-offi cio 
member of the Board and we are indebted to her 
for her counsel and support.

The WLAF Board this year grappled with chal-
lenging budget decisions. A few years ago, the 
WLAF staff position of communications coordi-



Consider Making WLAF your Benefi ciary
Most people understand the importance of 

estate planning and of having an up-to-date will. 
Some WLA members have even made provisions 
in their wills to leave a portion of their assets to
the WLA Foundation to help ensure a strong future 
for libraries and librarianship in Wisconsin. Did
you know that there’s an easy and benefi cial way 
to designate that a portion of your assets go to the
Foundation that doesn’t require modifi cations to 
your will?

Certain assets, such as pensions and insurance 
policies, require that you designate benefi ciaries,
and it’s easy to designate multiple benefi ciaries 
who each receive a percentage of the particular 
asset. Naming specifi c benefi ciaries for an asset 
will avoid probate and ensure that the asset goes 
directly to the named benefi ciaries.

If you have one or more retirement accounts
(WRF pension, 401(k), 403(b), 457), annuities 

or life insurance policies, please consider mak-
ing the WLA Foundation one of your primary or 
contingent benefi ciaries. It’s as easy as fi lling out a 
form. Change of benefi ciary forms can be requested 
(often online) from fi nancial institutions manag-
ing your individual accounts, from your employer’s 
human resources offi ce in the case of retirement 
funds or from the insurer where your life Insurance 
policy or annuity was purchased.

In addition to helping WLAF with its mission
to support the role of Wisconsin libraries as essen-
tial institutions, you’ll become a member of the
Legacy Society, and you may also inspire some of 
your colleagues to do the same. For more informa-
tion, please contact Lisa Strand, WLA executive 
director.   $

—Rick Krumwiede, WLA Foundation 
development committee chair

nator was created within the context of a much 
more robust economy. A number of factors have 
conspired to limit the WLA Foundation’s ability to 
continue staffi ng at the level originally conceived. 
Corporate support declined with the recession 
and the Foundation experienced the same disap-
pointing investment returns many nonprofi ts have 
faced since mid-2008. The Board made the very 
diffi cult, but fi scally responsible and necessary deci-
sion not to continue the WLAF communications 
coordinator position after December 2010. As an
employee of the Foundation the last several years,
Pat Eschmann has made valuable contributions, 
thinking outside of the box to shape new initiatives 
like the online auction format launched this fall.
She has helped to move the work of the Founda-
tion forward in countless ways. We applaud her 
signifi cant efforts and wish to thank her for her 

committed service to the WLA Foundation and 
Wisconsin libraries. Her insights, creativity and 
dedication will be greatly missed.

Every WLA member is a member of the WLAF 
Foundation. And so many of you are actively 
committed to strengthening the Foundation so 
that WLAF in turn can support Wisconsin librar-
ies, librarians and staff and ultimately the vast 
array of diverse users of all ages, all walks of life,
all economic strata and many ethnicities who use
library services and reap the benefi ts every day. I 
would like to thank you most sincerely for your 
past and continuing generosity. Your contributions, 
and donations by libraries, library systems and 
corporate sponsors, insure the WLA Foundation’s 
continued success.  $

—Anita Evans, WLA Foundation president



Wisconsin Libraries Say Cheese!

The Campaign for Wisconsin Libraries Celebrates a 
“Day in Pictures”

The Campaign for Wisconsin Libraries, a 
multimedia publicity campaign sponsored by the 
Wisconsin Library Association and the WLA Foun-
dation, has once again created a visual reminder 
of the variety and wealth of resources, services, 
programs and activities libraries offer the increasing 
number of people entering their doors during this
period of economic uncertainty. Wisconsin Librar-
ies Say Cheese! (www.wisconsinlibraries.org/say-
cheese) will spotlight what’s happening in today’s 
libraries through online sharing of photographs 
in Flickr – photos that capture the vital essence of 
Wisconsin’s public, academic, school and special 
library activities, programs, resources and services. 

Today’s libraries transcend the stereotypes that 
once shaped people’s opinions of them. They are
now dynamic, inviting community resources that 
offer something for everyone. Books in various 
formats, CDs, DVDs, free Internet access, in-person 
and online reference help, adult, youth, children’s 
programming, job search and resume writing 
assistance, a community gathering place, are just 
a few of the multiple resources your library offers.

As libraries throughout the state face budget 
reductions (such as the upcoming vote on a pro-
posed $300,000 cut to Sheboygan’s Mead Public 
Library — a cut that could reduce staff, library 
hours and purchasing funds for the library which 
last year experienced a 10 percent rise in checkouts 

and averaged 121 patron visits per hour) Wisconsin 
Libraries Say Cheese! A Day in Pictures attempts
to present a better visual understanding of what’s
happening in Wisconsin libraries with the inten-
tion to strengthen the support base libraries have 
among the public offi cials who fund them and the
people who use them. Academic, public, school
and special libraries have always been an integral 
part of their communities’ character, but in today’s 
diffi cult budget-cutting times, limited resources 
and funding for all types of libraries are being 
stretched more than ever.

Libraries are unique among taxpayer-supported 
institutions in the way they meet the information, 
education and recreational needs of individuals.
Be aware that to continue meeting these essential
needs, libraries must receive adequate ongoing 
funding and support. We ask for your help to make 
this happen. Visit the Say Cheese Flickr group 
page (www.fl ickr.com/groups/1240440@N21/) 
to view hundreds of reasons to speak up for your 
library — and speak out for its critical funding 
needs when local and state budget dollars are being 
allocated.  $

—Pat Eschmann, WLA Foundation
 communications coordinator



Platinum Circle
($500 to $999)
Bernard Bellin *
Desperate Librarians
Heather Eldred **
Anita Evans ** 
William Jambrek ** 
Barbara Kelly **
Richard Krumwiede ** 
Lisa Strand 
South Central Library 

System
Wisconsin Valley Library 

Service*

Gold Circle
($250 to $499)
Anonymous
Barbara Arnold ** 
   (latest contribution

in memory of Lyle 
Eberhart) 

Engberg Anderson, Inc.
Maris Associates
Linda Miller & Keith Syfert
Quality Books, Inc.
Dennis & Kathy Sampson
  (in memory of Ken and 

Doris Steele)
John Stoneberg *
Alan Tollefson

Silver Circle
($100 to $249)
Kathryn Barbasiewicz
Mary Bayorgeon
Janis Berg
Victoria Billings
Dave Collins
Michael Cross
Anders Dahlgren *
DEMCO

Barbara Dimick *
Signe Emmerich *
Judith Eulberg
Clifford Fortin
Peter Gilbert
Kathryn Hanson
Hartford Public Library * 
Linda Hartig
Constance Hegerfeld
Himmel & Wilson Library 

Consultants
Alana Holt
Cynthia Huebschen **
Indianhead Federated

Library System
John Jax
Rochel Karlson
Carrie Kruse
Rose Mary Leaver *
Valerie Malzacher 
Marianna Markowetz **
Nancy McClements
Venora McKinney
Michele McKnelly
Vanaja Menon
Karen Montgomery
William Moritz
Sherrill Munson
Margaret Murphy
John Nichols (in memory 

of Gloria Hoegh)
Nicolet Federated Library 

System
Maureen Palmer
Patricia Pawl
Robert Pfeiffer
Kathy Pletcher
Stephen Proces
Judith Reynolds
Gretchen Revie
Joseph Rice
Bill Robison

Sandra Robbers *
Judith Rockwell
Colleen Rortvedt 
John Rutkowski
Diana Sandberg
Kathy Schneider Michaelis
Alice Sturzl **
Julia Trojanowski
Christopher Wagner
Gloria Waity
Cynthia Wallace *
Maureen Welch
Amanda Werhane
Barbara Wentzel
Winding Rivers Library 

System
Jean Yeomans
Robert Zimmers

Bronze Circle
($50 to $99)
Jo Don Anderson
Elaine Angst
Rebecca Arenivar
James Backus
Cheryl Becker
Becca Berger *
Robert Bocher
Peg Branson
Charles Bunge
Nita Burke
Nikki Busch
Patricia Chevis *
Heidi Cox
Linda DeCramer
Susan Dentinger
Sally Drew *
Tim Drexler
Mary E. Dunn
Charles Elftmann
Pat Eschmann
Julie Fricke
Paula Ganyard

Sally Gilson
Peter Hamon
Alberto Herrera 
Kirsten Houtman
Mark Ibach
Susan Kaczmarek
Lois Komai **
Ginny Moore Kruse
Janet LaPlante
Barbara Lazewski
Beatrice Lebal
Marion Public Library
Catherine Markwiese *
Mary Marquardt 
Charles Marx
Russell McCrimmon
Kathleen Mitchell
Stef Morrill
Mark Morse **
Paul Onufrak **
Nancy Paul
Gerald Perona
Shirley Pohlman
Ann Pollock
Tami Richardson
Louise Robbins
Judith Rockwell
Jane Roeber
Jane Roisum
Beverly Schulz
Alice Sedgwick
Marla Sepnafski
Nancy Steinhoff
Mary Struckmeyer
Lin Swartz-Truesdell
Michael Thomas
Elizabeth Timmins
Rose Trupiano
Aural Umhoefer
Dennis Unterholzner
Edward Van Gemert
Lisa Viezbicke

Linda Vincent
James Warczak
David Weinhold 
Irene Zimmerman

Other Gifts ($1
to $49)
Mark Arend
Joan Behm
Michele Besant
Ellen Buchberger
Howard Burfeind
Joseph Clabots
Anita Taylor Doering *
Tim Drexler
Martha Gammons
Teresa Grimm
Betty Hafemann
Elizabeth Harper
Patricia Herrling
Patricia Hillestad
Lisa Hustad
Nancy Jackisch 
Judith Louer
Molly Mathias
Diana Nett
John Pollitz
Jeanne Radke
Sandra Ryczkowski
Peggy Shaffer
Gail Snowden
Willeen Tretheway
Edmund Vojtik *
Mary Wegener

2010 WLA Foundation Circle Contributors

Contributing Partner ($1,000 to $4,999)
Fox Valley Library Council, Inc.

Outagamie Waupaca Library System *
Wisconsin Educational Media and Technology Association (WEMTA)

The WLA Foundation thanks these individuals for contri-
butions made and processed through December 17, 2010. We 
appreciate your generosity and support! If you have made a

donation and do not see your name on this list, please contact 
Pat Eschmann at the WLA Foundation offi ce (608-245-3645) 
or e-mail eschmann@scls.lib.wi.us.

* Indicates 5 or more years of consecutive giving
** Indicates 10 or more years of consecutive giving 


