
 
 
 

Page Composer:  Create your own web page in 
minutes! 

 
 
 
What is Page Composer?  
 

It's a new feature available from EBSCO that allows you to create web pages of 
articles from EBSCOHost and other web sources....without knowing HTML or how 
to use a page editor!! 

 
Why would I use Page Composer? 
 

You could use Page Composer to create an online syllabus, or to create a reading 
list on a particular topic. 

 
How much does this feature cost? 
 

Page Composer is included in the EBSCOHost package you receive through 
BadgerLink...it is available to you absolutely free! 

 
How do I get to it? 
 

To use Page Composer, go to: 
 

http://search.epnet.com/login.asp?group=pc 
 

You may be asked for a user ID and password: 
 

User ID:  This is your EBSCO customer ID.  If you don't know what your ID is,  
     just contact us at (888) 542-5543 or badgerli@dpi.state.wi.us, and  
   we'll be happy to provide you with this information. 

 
Password:  pc 

 
 
How do I make a page using Page Composer? 
 

Good question.  Let's do a sample page so you have an idea of the steps, and  
you can see how easy it really is. 

 
I want to create a page for my high school government class on the 2000 
election and campaign advertising.  To begin, I go to: 

 
http://search.epnet.com/login.asp?group=pc 



 
The first screen I see looks like this: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I click on the "Create New Page" box at the left to begin creating my page.  The next 
screen asks me to choose my design type: 
 

 



 
 
 
I have three choices of design type:  Children, Corporate, or College. I'll click on the 
image of the design type to choose it. 
 
In my case, I'm going to choose "College" because I'm designing for high school 
students.  I click on the image for "College Design" to continue. 
 
 
The next screen asks me to choose a page type: 
 

 
 
 
 
I can choose "Topic Room" if I'm making a bibliography for a particular topic,  "Syllabus" 
if I'm making a more complete syllabus for a course, or "Advanced Free Form" if I know 
HTML, and would like to make more customizations to my page. 
 
 
For this example, I'll click on "Topic Room" since I'm making a bibliography on a 
particular topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
When I click on "Topic Room", I'll see a screen asking for information about my page.  
Here's the page, already filled out for my example: 
 

 
 
 
 
I can provide the following information: 
 

Title:  What do I want the title of this web page to be? 
 

Organizer:  Who organized the page?  I could also provide a Company, 
Instructor, or Speaker instead of Organizer. 
 
Institution:  What school or institution am I making this page for? 
 
Date:  What date did I make the page? 
 
Description:  What additional information do I want to provide about this page?  
I could also provide Instructions instead of Description, if I wanted. 

 
Email: What is the email address the students can use if they need to contact 
the organizer, instructor, or speaker? 

 
After I've supplied this information, I'll click the "Continue" button to continue.  The next 
screen is where I search in EBSCOHost to find the citations I want to include in my web 
page.  
 
 
 
 
 



You can use any search techniques you use in EBSCOHost at this screen.  Here is the 
search I created for my example page: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Databases:  For my example, I chose to use MasterFILE Premier.  I could have 
chosen MAS Online Plus, which is the database designed for High School 
students, but I wanted to have more resources to choose from.  If I was creating 
a page for Middle or Elementary school students, I might use Middle Search Plus 
or Primary Search. 

 
Keyword Search:  For my example,  I used the keyword search: 

 
election AND ("ad campaigns" OR ads OR advertisements) 

 
Notice that I can use boolean and exact phrase searching in Page Composer, just  
like I can in EBSCOHost. 

 
Natural Language Search:  For my example, I chose not to use Natural 
Language Search.  I could have used this type of searching if I wanted to ask a 
natural language question. 

 
Results Per Page:  This is the number of citations I will see per page when my 
results are displayed.  For my example, I left this at the default of 10. 

 
 



 
Limit Your Search:  For my example, I limited my search to "Full Text".  I 
wanted to be sure to only receive citations for full-text articles.  

 
I can also limit my search to a specific magazine, or to a specific date. 

 
 
Once I fill in all the fields, I click the "Search" button next to "Keyword Search" to 
continue. 
 
I'll receive a citation list from my search: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I received 167 results for my search.  The first 10 are displayed.   
 
I've selected five citations to be part of my web page.  These citations have a check in 
the box in the "Mark" column 
 
To continue, I click on the "Save Articles for Selection".  I will then receive a screen to 
add my selected citations to my page: 
 



 
 
 
To add the citations to my web page, I simply display the citation in the window at the 
top (the arrow buttons will move you from one citation to the next.)  and click the 
"Insert Item Here" button at the bottom of the screen 
 
Once I've inserted one item, I'll have the option to insert above or below any citation 
I've added.  Once I'm done adding all of the citations I chose from my search, I choose 
one of the options from the menu at the top of the screen: 
 

Return to searching:  If I wanted to search for more citations, I would click 
this button. 

 
View Marked articles:  This is where I am right now.  If I click on this button, 
it won't do anything! 

 
View Search History:  I can add the search language I used to get these 
citations to my web page by clicking on this option. 

 
 
 
 



Add URL:  Page Composer doesn't limit me to information from EBSCOHost.  I 
can add any web page I would like by using the "Add URL" option.  I just need 
to provide the exact web address and a description of the site. 

 
For my example, I'll add a URL to a site created by the Washington Post that has 
online video of many of the Election 2000 campaign ads. 

 
Preview & Save:  When I'm done, I'll click here to complete my web page!  I'lll 
see the following screen: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
I have many options at this point.  If I've finished my page, I can preview it, and then 
save it or have it emailed to myself.  I'll need to talk to the technical staff at my school 
to determine which option I should use, and how I can make my new page available to 
my students. 
 
If I haven't finished my page yet, I can save the file for later retrieval (Option #3).  This 
will allow me to come back to Page Composer to finish my new page later. 
 
If I have decided to use the children's look and feel, I'll need to save the image for the 
background (Option #4).  If I need help doing this, I'll need to talk to my technical staff. 
 



 
I'm going to preview my sample page by clicking on the preview button: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I've created a pretty good looking web page in about 5 minutes!  I'll now save the page, 
and talk to my technical staff to find out how to load this new page to our web site! 
 
 
Try out Page Composer!!  If you have any questions about it, or anything else about 
BadgerLink, please contact us at (888) 542-5543 or badgerli@dpi.state.wi.us 
 
 


