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Overview:

Macro Express is a Windows-based program that allows users to record a series of keystrokes and/or mouse movements and play them back at a high speed by assigning them command keys. For example, Shift+F7 could be set to create a phrase such as "Also available on the Internet," adding field numbers and indicators to the blank field as appropriate. In Voyager Cataloging, Macro Express is useful for everything from searching to creating fields and their contents, and even adding additional holdings records.  Let's look at one specific project in which Macro Express was especially helpful.

Project:

UWM libraries has cataloged hundreds of Ph D. dissertations written by UWM students. 

The university now provides on-line access to those published since 1996 and we want to add this information to the dissertation catalog records.  

Solution:

1. Create a macro that, first, adds 2 new fields to the bibliographic record. The 530 field informs the user of Internet availability while the 856 field contains the actual link to the site from which the dissertation is accessed. (Note: The link does not point directly to the dissertation itself; rather, it points to a search page from which all of the dissertations are retrieved.  Thus the same link is used in all of the dissertation records.)

In our case the macro added the following (530 and 856 fields, indicators, and contents):
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Although the macro places the information at the bottom of the record, "out of order," the OPAC's configuration settings determine the field order in the public view so it really doesn't matter as far as the public is concerned.  We simply open the record, hit "Ctrl+Shift+D," and it's done--almost.  [OVER]

2. The same Macro that added the fields is also set to save the updates to the record and add a second holding record for the on-line version. Rather than having the macro add all of the necessary information to the holdings record, we decided to use a holdings template that already contains the appropriate information.
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 Thus, when working on these dissertations we simply change holdings templates for the time being.  When the new holding record is "created" the only thing left is to save it.

The end result:

One of our student workers was able to update 117 dissertation records in 1 hour and 15 minutes.

Another good Macro Express shortcut:

Macro Express is great for adding 007 fields to records for electronic resources and other formats.  For CD-ROMs we have a macro that creates the following:
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Given our local practice, it is only necessary to modify the "Color" and "Sound on medium" selections as appropriate.  This saves a great deal of manual menu item selection.

For further information visit the Macro Express Web site:  http://www.macros.com/
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