
 

Electronic Periodical Articles: includes Journals, Magazines or Newspapers 
 
Electronic periodical articles are primarily available through PROPRIETARY DATABASES that the Library pays and subscribes to.  These 
commercial databases are large electronic files that provide users with indexing, abstracts, and/or the full-text of journal, magazine, 
newspaper articles.  One should not confuse these types of electronic resources with general Web sites even though the databases are  
posted and accessible through the Internet. 
 

 
Style 

 
Format 

 
Example: 

 
American 

Psychological 
Association  

(APA) 

 
Author(s) Last Name, First Name. (Year,  
     Date). Article title. Periodical title, Volume  
     (issue if any), paging or length. Retrieved  
     (insert date) from (insert name of database). 

 
Budd, J. M. (1996, October). The degrees of  
     knowledge. Library Quarterly 66, 471-2.  
     Retrieved April 28, 1998, from Expanded    
     Academic ASAP database. 

 
Modern Language 

Association 
(MLA) 

 
Author(s) Last Name, First Name. “Article  
     Title.”  Journal or Magazine Title Volume  
     Number issue number (if any). Date of  
     Publication (day month year): Paging or n.  
     pag. for no pagination. Database Name.  
     Online. Date accessed (day month year).  
     <Web Address>.      
 
 NOTE:   Provide web address ONLY if 
readers need it to access the document. 
 

 
Budd, John M. “The Degrees of Knowledge.”  
     Library Quarterly 66. October 1996: 471-2.      
     Expanded Academic ASAP.  Information Access.  
     Alverno College Library.  Milwaukee.  28 April  
     1998.  <http://www.iac.net>  
 

 
 
 
Citation Elements: 
 
• author of article 
• title of article 
• title of journal or 

magazine 
• volume, issue 

number, section 
(if applicable) 

• length of 
document or 
pagination 

• database name 
• access information 

 
Chicago  
Manual  

    of Style** 
 

 
Author(s) Last Name, First Name. “Article 
title.” Article’s original source and publication 
date:  page numbers. Product Name.  Site 
Publisher.  Date site was visited.  < URL>.  

 
Budd, John M. “The Degrees of knowledge.” Library  
     Quarterly  v. 66:  471-2.   Expanded Academic  
     ASAP.  Information Access Company. 28 April     
     1998  http://www.iac.net 

 
Web Sites on Citing Electronic Resources 

http://dizzy.library.arizona.edu/library/type1/tips/data/citation.html 
http://bailiwick.lib.uiowa.edu/journalism/cite.html 

 jr-05/02 

http://dizzy.library.arizona.edu/library/type1/tips/data/citation.html


Citing Electronic R
esources 

 

 
 
 
Step 1:  Determine what STYLE you need to use.  This will depend on your field of study or discipline. 
 
Step 2:  Determine what TYPE of electronic resource you are citing. 
 

a. Journal or magazine articles from an online commercial database (InfoTrac, CINAHL, ERIC, etc.) 
b. Formally-written documents (government site, journal articles, etc.) retrieved directly off the Web 
c. Regular Web sites (non-formal documents) typically located by using a search engine. 

 
 

Web Sites 
Use the formats listed here for citing either formally-written Web documents or regular Web sites retrieved  

directly off the Web using a search engine. 
 

Style 
 

Format 
 

Example 
 

American 
Psychological 
Association 

(APA) 

 
Author(s) Last Name, First Name. (Year). Title 
of the Web site document. Name of Source (if 
any) [pagination].  Retrieved (insert date 
retrieved) from, (insert full Web site address). 

 
Carnegi m of Natural History. (1998, April  
     1). L cient Egypt.  Retrieved April 7,  
     1998
     http:/ gh.org/cmnh/exhibits/egypt/index.html 

 
Modern 

Language 
Association 

(MLA) 

 
Author(s) Last Name, First Name.  Title of the 
Web Document. Date of Publication: page 
numbers or n. pag. for no pagination. Name of 
Document Source (if any). Date of access <Web 
address>.  NOTE:   Include Web address 
ONLY if it is needed to access the document. 

 
Life in A gypt. 1998. n. pag. Carnegie  
     Mus atural History.  7 April 1998.   
   
<http://w h.org/cmnh/exhibits/egypt/index.html>. 

 
 
 
 
 
Citation Elements: 
 
• author(s) 
• title of work 
• date 
• publisher, 

organization or 
other source 

• length of 
document or 
pagination 

• Web address 
• date accessed 
• date  
 

 
Chicago 
Manual 

of Style** 
 

 
Author(s) Last Name, First Name.  “Title of 
web site.”  Date Month Year of Publication. 
<URL> (Date accessed).  In Title of complete 
work (if applicable), [Medium]. [Date 
Accessed]. Available <Web address>.  

Life in A gypt.   Carnegie Museum of  
     Natu ry.  7 April 1998.  
     <http lpgh.org/cmnh/exhibits/egypt/ 
     index

When citing an electronic publication include the same information you would for  
a print resource (author, title, publisher, etc.), then include information that identifies  
the item as a database or a Web site.  Since documents often disappear (particularly  
from the Internet) it is good to include the date the information was accessed. 

 
** Look for new, updated citation information in the upcoming edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. 
e Museu
ife in An
, from  
/www.clp

ncient E
eum of N

ww.clpg

ncient E
ral Histo
://www.c
.html>. 

http://www.clpgh.org/cmnh/exhibits/
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