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CRAFT IDEAS 
 

Designs by Anne Horjus, Baraboo Public Library 

© Anne Horjus, 2009 

 

Index to Crafts--click on any of the headings 

below. 
 

ALLIGATORS/CROCODILES 
 Egg Carton Alligator 

 Clothes Pin Alligator 

 

ANCHORS 
 Anchor from Pipe Cleaner 

 

BOATS AND SHIPS 

 Ship in a Bottle/Whale in a Bottle 

 Clothes Pin Viking Ship 

 

BUGS, FROGS, AND TURTLES 
 Clothes Pin Dragon Flies 

 Frog and Polliwogs Mobile with Clothes Pins 

 Frogs with Cosmetic Sponge 

 Paper Plate Movable Turtle 

 

COLLAGES 
 Tempera Paint Swirl Vase 

 Vase Sea Collage 

 Sand Jar Collage 

 

CRABS 

 Crab and Whale from Craft Foam 

 

ELEPHANTS 

 PaperLunch Bag Elephant Head 

 

FANTASY SEA CREATURES 

Fish bowl sea creature 

Mermaid Face Cut Out 

Mermaid Sponge 

Sea creature eyes in a jar 
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FISH 
Cone Fish  

Cosmetic Sponge Wedge Fish Sculpture  

Drinking straw fish skeleton 

Fish Collages from Plastic Bottles and Cardboard Containers  

Giant Water Color Fish 

Jelly Fish Mobile 

Lunch Bag Fish 

Mesh Window Screen Sewing Fish with Yarn 

Plastic Egg and Tissue Fish 

Tin foil fish bone skeleton with meat skewer 

Tissue Paper Fish Bowl 

Wire Fish with Bead Eye  

 

HATS 
Jelly fish hat 

Shark hat 

 

HATS 
Flip Fold Laundry Board 

Laundry line with die cut miniature clothes and paper dolls 

 

LIGHTHOUSE 

 

NATURE CYCLES 
 

OCTOPUS 
Craft Foam Octopus 

Octopus Sponge and Plastic Egg 

 

PIRATES 

Pirate Bottle Protector  

Pirate Face Cup with Fabric Bandana 

Ship Wreck Island with broken scraps 

of craft sticks, string, sponges, and tempera paint 

Treasure Chest 

Treasure Island sand in a box with an X to mark the spot of the buried 

treasure 

 

RAIN STICK 
 

THAUMOTROPES 
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SAND CASTLES and SAND in BOXES 
Paper Plate Island  

Sponge “Bricks” to Build a Sand Castle 

Sponge Print Sand Castle 

Welcome to Easter Island  

 

SEA HORSES and SEA STARS 
Crepe Paper Sea Horse 

Duct Tape Sea Horse  

Sea Star with Clothes Pins 

Sea stars with Cosmetic Sponges  

 

SEA PLANTS 
Construction Paper “Growing” Sea Plant  

Screen, Bead, and Pipe Cleaner Sea Plant  

 

 

 

SHELL ANIMALS 

Anemone in sea shell 

Clams, Oysters and Scallops with cupcake holders and cosmetic puff 

Sea Shell Creatures 

 

TEMPERA PAINT PROJECTS 

 

WHALES 

Anne and the Giant Whale 

Tissue Box Whale 

Whale Foam Craft 

Whale in a Bottle 

 Whale Water Toy 
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ALLIGATORS/CROCODILES 
Egg Carton Alligator/Crocodile 

Alligator/Crocodile from clothes pin and craft foam 

 

Egg Carton Alligator (preschool, 

elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

2 cardboard egg cartons 

Green felt or construction paper 

Yellow construction paper circles 

Black markers 

Low heat glue gun 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

Turn one egg carton upside down, put the other 

on top of that one, right side up, so that the 

egg cups are touching each other. The egg cups will be the alligator’s 

teeth. 

Use the glue gun to attach a long strip of felt or construction paper to the tops 

of both cartons, using the felt or paper to create a hinge on one of the long 

sides of the two boxes. 

The boxes should now open and shut like a mouth. 

Cut two large tear drop shapes from felt or construction paper to form eye 

sockets. 

Fold the narrow end of the eye sockets and glue together. Then glue the eye 

sockets to the bottom half of the socket to top of one egg carton with the 

narrow ends of both eyes pointing outward. They should be placed close 

to the hinge area. The top part of the eye sockets stick up. (Younger 

children may need help.) 

Make an oval with black marker in the center of the yellow eye balls. 

Glue the eye balls into the eye sockets. 

Cut a body for the alligator out of a large sheet of construction paper, folding 

the paper to get the legs and tail symmetrical. (A pattern can be used or 

bodies can be pre-cut for younger children.) 

Glue the body onto the egg carton’s hinge. 

 
Egg Carton Alligator 
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Clothes Pin Alligator  

(preschool, elementary)  

 

Supplies: 

Pinch type clothes pin 

Wiggle eyes 

Strip of green construction paper or 

craft foam  

Craft scissors that will cut a jagged 

pattern 

Green Tempera Paint or markers 

Low heat glue gun 

 

Construction: 

 

Color the clothes pin with green markers or paint. 

Cut out a length of green construction paper or foam  to make part of the body 

and the tail of the alligator. The strip should be as wide as the clothes pin 

on one end and taper to a point at the end of the tail. 

Glue the strip to the top of the clothes pin. 

Cut out four feet for the alligator and glue them to the bottom of the clothes 

pin. 

Use the glue gun to attach the eyes to the top of the clothes pin where it opens, 

near the hinge. 

Pinch the tail sections to make the alligator open and close his mouth. 

 
Clothes Pin Alligator 
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ANCHORS 
 

Anchor from Pipe 

Cleaner (preschool, elementary)   

 

Supplies:  

Pipe cleaners 

Sand 

Liquid glue 

Optional: Adhesive craft pin back 

 

Construction: 

 

Make a loop in the center of the pipe cleaner and twist. (See green pipe 

cleaner in image.) 

Bend the ends up and twist to form an anchor shape. (See steps to follow in 

the image.) 

Dip into glue. 

Cover with sand. 

Shake off excess sand. 

Let dry. 

Optional: When dry, put an adhesive pin back on the back side to create a 

decorative pin to wear. 

 

 

Anchor from Pipe Cleaner 
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BOATS AND SHIPS 
Anchor from pipe cleaner dipped in glue and sand 

Ship in a soda bottle 

Viking ships from clothes pins, craft sticks, and scrap fabric 

 

See also:  Anchors 

Shipwreck Island 

 

Ship in a Bottle/Whale 

in a Bottle 
 

Supplies: 

Clear, empty soda liter bottle 

Exacto knife or box cutter for adults 

to use 

1 sheet of blue craft or construction 

paper  

Scrap paper to form white foam. 

Small narrow box 

Scissors 

Two-sided ship or whale image 

Tape 

 

Construction: 

 

An adult should cut a slit along length of one side of the plastic liter bottle. 

Fold the craft sheet to make 3 sections the long way. (Like a hot dog bun.) 

Leave about 3 inches from the top edge on both sides when making the 

folds so that the center section is slightly wider than the two outside 

sections. 

Put the wide center strip flat on the table with the two sides standing straight 

up. 

Hold the ends together and cut a slit down toward the center of the sheet, 

about 2 inches in on each end. Cut through all four pieces of paper. These 

tabs on the end will be taped to the outside of the bottle to hold it in place. 

Use a scissors to scallop the open ends of the blue sheet to look like waves. 

Cut out a foam pattern from the white scrap paper and glue onto the top edge 

of the waves, where they meet the whale or ship. It should fit between the 

slits at the ends of the sheet that will hold the bottle. 

Tape the whale or ship image between the two sides of the blue paper, or 

white foam sheets, between the slits on the ends of the holding sheet. 

Fit the ship or whale and top center section of the blue craft paper into the slit 

in the bottom of the bottle. 

Tape the top of the 4 tab to the outside of the bottle to hold the craft paper in 

place and to form a stand for the bottle. 

 
Ship in a Bottle/Whale in a Bottle 
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Clothes Pin Viking Ship  

(upper elementary, middle school) 

 

Supplies: 

Small wooden pinch-type clothes pins, 

with wire removed 

Small dowels, cut in sections a little 

shorter than the clothes pin 

Flat craft sticks 

Squares of scrap fabric 

Clamps or large pinch-type clothes pin 

Low heat glue gun or craft glue 

 

Construction: 

 

 An adult should remove the wire from the clothes pins. 

 

Line the two pieces of the clothes pin up with their outsides edges touching.  

Glue in place. Use clamps or another large clothes pin to hold the two 

pieces together until they dry, if using craft glue. This will leave a small 

hole in the center of the two pieces. 

Glue one end of the dowel into the hole. 

Glue a section of the craft stick at an angle to the front of the ship, clamp until 

dry if using craft glue. 

Glue a second section of craft stick perpendicular to top of the first one to 

form the front of the ship. 

Glue a section of the dowel to the center top of the clothes pin for the mast for 

the sail. 

Tape a square of fabric to the dowel to form the sail. 

 
Clothes Pin Viking Ship 
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BUGS, FROGS, AND TURTLES 
 Clothes Pin Dragon Flies 

Frog and Polliwog Mobile with Clothes Pins 

Frogs from Cosmetic Sponges 

Paper Plate Movable Turtle  

 

Clothes Pin Dragon 

Flies  
(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies:  

 1 clothes pin with round top 

 2 large flat craft sticks 

 Low heat glue gun or craft glue 

 

Construction: 

 

Insert the craft sticks into the opening in the clothes pin. 

Overlap the sticks so they form an “X.” 

Glue in place. 

Optional: Decorate with markers or paint, etc., add wiggle eyes. 

 
Clothes Pin Dragon Flies 
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Frog and Polliwogs 

Mobile with Clothes 

Pins 
(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

1 large clothes pin, 3 small clothes 

pins,  

2 small clothes pins (Optional: Cut to 

shorten them to different lengths) 

Wiggle eyes 

Large paper clip 

Tag board squares (or pre-cut into lily 

pad shapes) 

Green and black marker or tempera paint 

Low heat glue gun 

Green pipe cleaner 

Scissors 

String 

      Hand saw to cut the clothes pins if making some smaller 

 

Construction: 

Color the large clothes pin and 2 small ones with green marker or paint. These 

will form the frog. 

Paint a sheet of craft paper green with tempera paint or color with wide green 

marker. 

When dry, cut the sheet in a lily pad shape. (Can use a pre-cut sheet of green 

tag board for younger children.) 

Color remaining small clothes pins with black marker or paint. (Optional: Cut 

clothes pins to make each a little smaller than the other. These will be the 

polliwogs at different stages as their tails grow longer.) 

Use the glue gun to attach the two small green clothes pins to the large one. 

Glue the large clothes pin at an angle, the 2 small ones form the back legs. 

Cut the pipe cleaner in half. Pinch open the mouth of the frog and glue the 

pipe cleaner into the back of the frog mouth. Bend the pipe cleaner 

forward to form the frog’s front legs. 

Glue the wiggle eyes to the top part of the head of the frog and to the sides of 

the small black clothes pins that will be the polliwogs. 

Glue the frog to the lily pad. 

Tie a length of string through around the frog’s middle and tie the end to an 

open paper clip to form a hook to hang the mobile. 

 
Frog and Polliwogs Mobile with 

Clothes Pins 
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Tie different lengths of string to the 3 polliwogs. 

Glue or tape the top ends of the strings to the bottom of the lily pad to 

complete the mobile. 
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Frogs with Cosmetic 

Sponge  

(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Cosmetic sponge wedges 

1 pipe cleaner cut in half 

Wiggle eyes for each frog 

Cue tips or paper towels 

Tempera paint 

Stapler 

Scissors or wire cutters 

Low heat glue gun 

 

Construction: 

 

Cut pipe cleaner in half with scissors or wire cutters. 

Dampen sponges. 

Drip tempera paint on sponges or dab with cue tip or paper towel. 

When dry, use the glue gun to glue on the wiggle eyes. 

Fold the flat end of the sponge over the pipe cleaner and staple so that the 

staple is under the body of the frog. 

Bend the pipe cleaner to form the frog’s back legs. 

Poke the second pipe cleaner through the front of the frog, just behind the 

eyes. 

Bend the pipe cleaner to form the frog’s front legs. 

 
Frogs with Cosmetic Sponges 
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Paper Plate 

Movable Turtle  
(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Pattern sheets run on green 

paper 

Paper Plates 

Brass brads 

Wiggle Eyes 

Low heat glue gun 

Scissors 

 Paper punch 

 

Construction: 

 

Create pattern pieces for the turtle’s body and front legs, to be cut on a fold, 2 

back leg sections cut on a fold, a head piece, and a tail section. 

Cross the back legs and tail section over the body. Poke the brad through the 

center or punch a small hole, and secure the brad. The back legs and tail 

should now move. 

Poke a hole or punch one through the rim of 1 paper plate, bottom side up. 

Attach the head piece and secure in place with a brad. The head should now 

move side to side. 

Place the leg and tail pieces on a second paper plate, right side up. Put the first 

paper plate on top. 

Use the glue gun to glue the two paper plates together between the sets of 

legs. Leave room for the legs to move. 

Use the glue gun to glue on the wiggle eyes. 

 
Paper Plate Movable Turtle 
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Template for Crab 

(Enlarge to 81/2 X 11inches) 

 

CRABS 

 

Crab and Whale 

from Craft Foam  

(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Sheets of long thin craft foam 

Wiggle eyes 

Pipe Cleaner 

Templates to trace 

Low heat glue gun 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Trace around the template for the animal that is to be constructed. 

Cut out the shape. 

Cut slits as indicated on the template. 

Crab—Fold the body of the crag forward. 

Punch two small holds in the front of the body piece between the claws. 

Fit a pipe cleaner through the 2 holes and twist to hold the body in place. 

Bend the ends of the pipe cleaner up to form the eye ball stems. 

Glue wiggle eyes to the ends of the pipe cleaners. 

 

 

 
Crab from Craft Foam 
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COLLAGES 
Tempera Paint Swirl Vase 

Vase Sea Collage 

      Sand Jar Collage 

 

See also: Fish-Fish Collage with Plastic Bottles 

Shell Animals 

 

Tempera Paint Swirl 

Vase (elementary, middle 

school) 

 

Supplies: 

Clean, clear vase 

Tempera paints 

Foam sea shape craft pieces with 

adhesive backs 

 

Construction: 

 

Remove the paper from the adhesive side of the foam sea shapes and stick 

them to the inside of the vase 

Drip several colors of tempera paint down the sides of the vase. 

Swirl the vase to mix the colors. 

Swirl the vase to mix the colors. 

 
Tempera Paint Swirl Vase 

(red, blue, green vase in back) 
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Vase Sea Collage  
(elementary, middle school) 

 

Supplies: 

Small round vases or jars 

Foam sea shape craft pieces with 

adhesive back 

Sea shells 

Small pasta “shells” 

Pebbles, aquarium gravel, or 

popcorn kernels 

Colorful patterned fabric scraps  

or scarves 

Puzzle pieces 

Jewelry pieces 

Other interesting found pieces 

 

 

Construction: 

 

Remove the protective paper from the foam pieces to stick them to the inside 

of the jar. 

Layer other objects to create an interesting layered collage. 

  

 
Vase Sea Collage 

(small vase in front) 
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Sand Jar Collage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sand Jar Collage 

Sand Jar Collage    
(elementary, middle school) 

 

Supplies: 

Clean, clear large mouth jar  

  

Craft glue and small paint brush, or low 

heat glue gun 

     Sea Shells 

     Sea Glass 

    Pebbles 

 Small pieces of drift wood 

 String 

 Pieces of natural sponge 

 Mesh pieces 

 Grass or Spanish moss 

 Sand in a flat wide box 

 Other objects that might be found along a shore line 

 

Construction: 

This is a good project to do outdoors. 

Using a paint brush cover the jar with glue. 

Begin to attach objects to the jar arranging them in a layout of choice. Add 

additional glue as needed. 

Optional: Use glue gun to attach heavier pieces. 

Add the grass or Spanish moss. 

When the basic arrangement is completed, brush exposed jar and the objects 

themselves with more glue. 

Roll the jar gently in the sand. Shake off excess. Pat on additional sand as 

needed. 

 Let dry. 
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ELEPHANTS 
(They always know how to find water!) 

 

Paper Lunch Bag Elephant 

Head  
(preschool, elementary) 

Elephants don’t live in the water, but they are 

known for finding water even during the dry 

seasons. 

 

Supplies: 

2 brown lunch bags 

2 light weight sheets of white paper  

Wiggle eyes 

 Stapler 

 Low heat glue gun or craft glue 

 

Construction: 

 

Blow into one of the bags to puff it up. 

Starting in about the middle of the bag, crunch and 

lightly twist the bag together to form a trunk. 

Flatten the second bag, then gather it slightly in the middle to form ears. 

Staple the ears to the back of the first bag. 

Use the glue gun to glue on wiggle eyes or use craft glue. 

Fan fold the white sheets of paper.  

Fit them between the two bags and staple them in place to form tusks. 

 
Paper Bag Elephant 
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FANTASY SEA CREATURES 
 Fish bowl sea creature 

Mermaid Face Cut Out 

Mermaid Sponge 

Sea creature eyes in a jar 

 

See Also: Fish—Jelly Fish Hat 

Fish—Jelly Fish Mobile 

Hats—Shark Hat 

Shell Animals—Sea Shell Creatures 

 

Fish Bowl Creature  

(elementary, middle school) 

 

Supplies: 

Medium sized fish bowl 

Latex paint 

Tag board 

Duct tape 

 

Construction: 

 

Paint the inside of the fish bowl 

with latex paint. 

Paint eyes and mouth to the outside of the bowl with latex paint. 

Cut out tail and fin shapes from the tagboard. 

Cover with duct tape. 

Paint the shapes with latex paint. 

When everything is dry stick the cardboard pieces in the bowl so the hang out 

over the sides. 

 

 
Fish Bowl Creature (orange bowl) 
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Face Cut Out (Typically 

constructed by teens or adults, but then of 

interest to all ages.) 

 

Anne models putting his face inside the outline 

of mermaid. This technique can be used with 

any sea creature or perhaps to peer out of a 

porthole on a pirate ship. 

 
Face Cut Out 
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Mermaid Sponge  

(preschool with assistance, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

¼ strip of new kitchen sponge, cut the 

length of the sponge 

Plastic egg 

2 wiggle eyes 

2 Pipe cleaners 

Ribbon sections 

Small hand craft drill  

Scissors 

Low heat glue gun or paper punch 

Large plastic craft needle 

Yarn pieces cut to desired length 

 

Construction: 

 

Dampen sponge to make them easier to cut. 

 

Wrap the pipe cleaner around the sponge and twist to form the head. 

 

Form circles at the ends of the pipe cleaner to make hands. 

 

Wrap the lower body with the second pipe cleaner to form the skirt, stop 

before the tail area. 

 

Cut a slit in the end of the sponge to form the tail section. 

 

Wet the head area of the mermaid with water. 

 

Using the hand drill or paper punch to put a hole in the center of the head. 

 

Thread yarn pieces through the hole or thread several pieces at a time through 

the hole. 

 

Use the ribbon to tie the hair together near the end of the sponge. 

 
Mermaid Sponge 
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Vase with Sea 

Creature Eyes  
(elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Clean glass vase 

Easter basket grass 

Stickers to form eyes 

Marker 

Paper Punch 

 

Note: When a new CD label is 

peeled off, there is a small circle 

left. The back of that circle i 

silver and works well for this 

project. 

 

Construction: 

 

Punch hole with the paper punch in the centers on the stickers to form eyes.  

Adhere stickers to the jar in pairs. 

Fill jar with craft grass 

 
Vase with Sea Creature Eyes 

(blue vase) 
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FISH 
Cone Fish  

Cosmetic Sponge Wedge Fish Sculpture  

Drinking straw fish skeleton 

Fish Collages from Plastic Bottles and Cardboard Containers  

Giant Water Color Fish 

Jelly Fish Mobile 

Lunch Bag Fish 

Mesh Window Screen Sewing Fish with Yarn 

Plastic Egg and Tissue Fish 

Tin foil fish bone skeleton with meat skewer 

Tissue Paper Fish Bowl 

Wire Fish with Bead Eye  

 

Cone Fish (preschool, 

elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Construction or other craft paper   

Tape, glue 

Scissors 

Stickers or white scraps for eyes 

Markers 

Popcorn is optional 

 

Construction: 

 

Roll the craft paper to make a cone and tape to hold in place. 

Cut out fins and tail sections and tape to cone. 

Tail goes at the pointed end. 

Add stickers for eyes, or cut out white circles from the scrap paper 

Glue eyes onto the cone near the open end. 

Use markers to outline the eyes and make pupils. 

Fill with popcorn for a snack during a fish movie or other program. 

 
Cone Fish (orange fish in front) 
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Cosmetic Sponge 

Wedge Fish Sculpture 

(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

3-5 cosmetic sponge wedges    

1 pipe cleaner, folded in half 

Spool 

Wiggle eyes for each fish 

Cue tips or paper towels 

Tempera paint 

Strong craft wire 

Colored duct tape 

Low heat glue gun 

Wire Cutter (or pre-cut the wire into different lengths.) 

 

Construction: 

 

Dampen sponges. 

Drip tempera paint on sponges or dab with cue tip or paper towel. 

When dry, use the glue gun to glue on the wiggle eyes. 

Thread the pipe cleaners through the spool. Bend to create a sea plant look. 

Wrap strong craft wire around the flat end of the sponge to create a tail on 

each fish. 

Cut the wires so they are different lengths. 

Thread the end of the wire into the spool. 

Wrap the spool with duct tape to hold the wires and pipe cleaners upright. 

 
Cosmetic Sponge Wedge Fish 



25 

 
Drinking Straw Fish Bones/Skeleton 

Drinking Straw 

Fish 

Bones/Skeleton  

(preschool with help, 

elementary, middle school) 

 

Supplies 

Drinking straws 

Foam craft pieces 

Wiggle eyes and, or stickers  

to make eyes 

Masking tape 

Duct tape 

Low heat glue gun 

 

Construction: 

 

Cut 2 fish heads and 2 tail shapes from craft foam. (Can be pre-cut for 

younger children) 

Put down a length of masking tape, sticky side up. 

Lay plastic drinking straws across the tape. 

Put down a second piece of masking tape to hold the straws in place. 

Cut the straws to form the outline of a fish, narrow near the head and tail, 

wide in the middle. (Can be pre-cut for younger children.) 

Use duct tape to connect the straw “bones” between the 2 head pieces.  

Use heat gun to glue the head segments together. 

Twist the straw bones section and tape between the 2 sections to the tail, 

keeping the twist. 

Glue the 2 tail sections together with the glue gun. 

Add stickers and color to make eyes, or use a low heat glue gun to adhere 

wiggle eyes. 
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Fish Collages from Plastic Bottles 

Fish Collages from 

Plastic Bottles and 

Cardboard 

Containers  
(upper elementary, middle 

school) 

 

Supplies: 

Assortment of empty printed 

plastic containers such as 

laundry detergent bottles, orange juice cartons 

Heavy duty cutting shears. 

Low heat glue gun 

Craft hand drill 

Misc. stickers and markers 

 

Construction: 

 

To get ideas and see samples of how to create fish collages from plastic 

container and bottles go to this web site: 

http://shadetreestudiosonline.net/plastiquarium.html 

Once there, click on Galleries on the far left side of the page. 

Cut open the bottles and containers and flatten to make larger segments. (This 

can be done in advance for younger children or to speed up the project.) 

Select one segment for the body of the fish and cut out a fish shape with tail 

and fins. 

Cut a head shape from a contrasting plastic segment. 

Use glue gun to attach head to body. 

Cut various sections to add embellishments to the fish—fins, stripes, etc. 

Punch holes with hand drill if desired.  

Use sticker and markers to create eyes. 

http://shadetreestudiosonline.net/plastiquarium.html
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Giant Watercolor Fish 

 

 
Watercolor Fish 

Giant Watercolor Fish  

(preschool, elementary, middle school) 

 

Supplies: 

Several large pre-cut wooden fish 

patterns cut with hand saw 

Large sheets of construction paper 

Crayons 

Tempera Paint 

Paper towels 

Water 

Cosmetic sponge wedges 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Trace a fish shape onto construction 

paper using the wooden patterns.   

Cut out the fish shape. 

Draw the head section and eyes, 

outline fins, add scales and tail 

details with crayon. 

Use a wet paper towel to dampen the construction paper. 

Use cosmetic sponges to dab on and blend the tempera paint. 

 

   
 Templates for Watercolor Fish Template for Large Watercolor Fish 
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Jelly Fish Mobile (upper 

elementary, middle school) 

 

Supplies 

Lid from a laundry detergent bottle 

Green soda liter bottle with top 

Strips of yellow mustard bottle  

Plastic straw sections 

Yarn or string 

Scissors 

Hand drill 

 

Construction 

 

Cut the bottom off the soda bottle, then 

cup up in an irregular serpentine 

pattern about half to one-quarter way to the top. 

Cut off the bottom of the mustard bottle, and cut strips in the sides right up to 

the lid. Leave lid and pointed nozzle attached to the strips. 

Use the hand drill to make a hole in the soda bottle and laundry detergent  

lids. 

Thread a string or piece of yarn through the nozzle of the mustard bottle and 

through a section of plastic straw, then through the hole in the lid of soda 

bottle, through a second straw section, and finally through the hole in the 

laundry detergent lid. 

Tie off the string inside the mustard bottle lid. 

Make a loop on the top end of the string and tie off the end. 

Hang the mobile. 

 
Jelly Fish Mobile 
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Lunch Bag Fish 

Lunch Bag Fish 

(preschool, lower elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Paper lunch bags 

Construction paper 

Scissors 

Glue 

 

Construction: 

 

Blow into the paper bag to puff 

it up. 

Crinkle the open end to create a tail. 

Tap in the bottom of the bag to create a mouth. 

Glue on crepe paper circles to make eyes. 
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Mesh Window Screen Fish 

Mesh Window Screen 

Fish with Yarn 

(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Fish shapes pre-cut from a 

fiberglass screen sheet used to 

repair window screens 

Yarn 

Large craft needles 

      Scissors or die cutting equipment 

 such as Ellison or Accu-Cut 

 

 

Construction: 

 

Cut out fish shapes from the fiberglass screen, or cut them on a die cutting 

machine. 

 

Thread yarn into craft needle 

 

“Sew” the outline of the fish. 

 

“Sew” accents on the fish’s body. 

 

Tie off the ends of the yarn.  
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Plastic Egg Fish 

Plastic Egg Fish  

(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies:  

Plastic eggs 

Tissue paper 

Circle stickers 

Markers 

Craft hand drill 

(Optional: Low heat glue gun or 

tape.) 

 

Construction: 

 

Drill holes on the sides and top of the egg for fins, and at the tail end for the 

tail. 

(An alternative would be to glue the tissue paper to the egg with a glue gun or 

tape.) 

Tear tissue paper pieces for the tail and fin sections. Twist end to make it fit 

through the hole in the egg. 

Poke the tissue paper into the holes or glue to the egg with a glue gun. 

Add stickers for eyes and color in the eyes with markers. 
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Tin Foil Fish Skeleton  

Tin Foil Fish 

Skeleton  

(upper elementary, middle) 

 

Supplies: 

Meat skewer 

2 sheets of Tin foil, a little 

longer than the skewer 

Masking tape 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Put down one sheet of tinfoil on a hard surface. 

Tape the skewer to the center of the tin foil. 

Place the second piece of tin foil over the skewer and bottom sheet of tin foil. 

Using a scissors cut from the sides of the tin foil in toward the skewer at about 

1 ½ inch intervals. Leave about 3 inches at the top for the head and about 

2 inches at the bottom for the tail. 

Fold into shape and scrunch the tin foil from the skewer outward to form 

bones. 

Fold the head section into a triangle to form the head. 

Fold and pinch the tail section so it has two fish tail sections.  

For older kids, an interesting 3-D fish head can be created following the 

instructions for making a bird beak on a YouTube site. Google YouTube, then 

type in Origami, gnasher  This will take you to a video that describes how to 

construct the head.  Use origami paper to make the head, or heavier paper that ho 

Once the fish head is ready, poke a hole in the bottom of the head and push the 

pointed end of the skewer into it. Wrap the end with duct tape and tape it to the 

inside of the head. 
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Tissue Paper Fish Bowl 

Tissue Paper Fish 

Bowl (preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Blue tissue paper in different 

shades, cut in about 1 inch 

squares 

Construction paper 

Scissors 

Liquid glue 

Pre-cut fish bowl shapes and 

background pieces 

White confetti circles 

 

Construction: 

 

Make several fish out of the construction paper (Patterns or pre-cut fish can be 

used with young children.) 

Make a tissue paper collage of the different shades of blue paper, overlapping 

them on the sheet of construction paper and gluing them in place. 

Glue the fish bowl outline on top of the collage. Cut out. (Young children may 

need help with the cutting.) 

Glue on the construction paper fish and some of the white confetti to make air 

bubbles inside the fish bowl outline. 
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Wire Fish with Bead Eye 

Wire Fish with Bead 

Eye  
(elementary, middle school)   

 

Supplies: 

Corrugated tag board in two 

colors, or tag board and a 

craft crimper 

Heavy gauge wire 

Wire cutters 

Medium to large craft beads 

Craft needs and clear thread, or fish line 

Low heat glue gun  

 

 

Construction: 

 

Cut rectangles of two colors of tag board.  

If the cardboard is not corrugated, run one of the pieces through the crimper. 

Overlap the two rectangles and use the glue gun to attach them to each other. 

Snip a length of heavy gauge wire, or have the lengths pre-cut. 

Bend the wire in the shape of a fish. 

Use the needle and fish line to “sew” the wire fish to the two pieces of tag 

board, or glue the fish to the tag board with the glue gun. 

Use the needle and fish line to sew the bead onto the tag board to form the 

fish’s eye, or glue it in place using the glue gun. 
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HATS 
Jelly fish hat 

Shark hat 

 

Jelly Fish Hat  

(preschool with help, elementary, middle) 

 

Supplies: 

2 or 3 inch strip of construction paper for 

headband 

Contrasting colored sheets of tissue paper. 

 

Construction: 

 

Form a headband with the construction paper 

to fit head size and staple. 

Use a full sheet of tissue paper for the jelly 

fish body. 

Staple the edge onto the headband making pleats as you go.  

When finished the tissue paper should be full and puffy. 

Fold the headband to the inside of the puffy body of the jelly fish. 

Fold a sheet of tissue paper in a contrasting color in half and staple to the 

inside of the  headband.  

Lay the tissue paper flat on a cutting surface and cut inward at about one inch 

intervals to create the tentacles. 

Put on the hat and let the tentacles hang down. 

 

 

  

 
Jelly Fish Hat 
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Shark Hat  
Anne designed this hat for the 2010 CSLP Manual. The instructions and 

image of the finished hat is on pages 120-121 of the Children’s Manual. 

 

Supplies: 

Construction Paper, grey and white 

Scissors 

Glue or stapler 

Black Marker 

 

Construction:  

See page in the Children’s Manual 
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Flip Fold Board, Cut, with 

Hinges of Duct Tape in Place 

 

LAUNDRY 
Flip Fold Laundry Board 

Laundry line with die cut miniature clothes and paper dolls 

 

Flip Fold Laundry Board (The 

construction needs to be done by an adult but the 

board is of interest to preschool, elementary, middle) 

Make up several of these amazing laundry aides for 

use in a laundry story time. Bring in some child 

sized tee shirts and let each child try out the board to 

fold a tee shirt. It might be fun for teen programs and 

for kids going off to college as well. 

 

Supplies: 

24 x 24 inch piece of sturdy cardboard 

Exacto Knife or cutting blade 

Duct tape 

 

Construction: 

 

The Flip Fold Board is available commercially. To see how a finished board 

looks and to watch a video of how it works go to http://www.flipfold.com. 

 

 

http://www.flipfold.com/
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Laundry Line 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laundry Line 

Laundry Line (preschool, 

elementary)  

 

This project requires the use of an Accu-

cut or Ellison  

die cutting machine and a clothes die. 

 

Supplies: 

 Ellison or Accu-cut die cutter and 

miniature clothes die and mini 

people die 

 Heavy string 

 Miniature clothes pins 

 Scrap fabric 

 

Construction: 

 

 In advance cut out numerous sets of clothes from scrap fabric and people 

in shades of beige, brown, tan, and black. 

 Give each child a length of string, some mini clothes pins, and some 

clothes. 

 Help children tie the two ends of the string between two stationary objects 

and let them use the clothes pins to hang their laundry and little people on 

the line to “dry.” 
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Sports Drink Bottle Lighthouse 

 

LIGHTHOUSE 

  

 

Sports Drink Bottle 

Lighthouse  

(preschool, elementary)  

 

Supplies: 

Clean, empty sports drink bottle 

with patterned bottom section 

1 sheet of 8 ½ X 11 sheet of white 

craft paper 

1 inch strips of red paper. 

1 inch strips of black paper. 

Scraps of black and white paper. 

Tape and glue 

Scissors  

 

Construction: 

 

Turn the sports bottle upside down. 

Wrap the white paper around the bottle, leaving the patterned end near the 

bottom of the bottle uncovered.  

Tape in place. The paper will extend beyond the opening in the bottle. 

Fit three red strips around the white paper and tape in place at intervals. 

Wrap one of the black strips around the bottom of the bottle which now forms 

the top of the lighthouse. Let part of the strip extend over the bottle. 

Make a smaller loop of a black strip and tape inside the outer black ring. 

Cut rectangles of black and white paper to form windows and a door and glue 

them to the light house. 



40 

NATURE CYCLES 
(preschool, elementary) 

Nature cycle pieces are good to have 

out in the library for children to play 

with independently when they visit, 

or the activity could be done as a 

project with a group. There is a 

board available through Postal 

Products Unlimited that will allow 

regular paper to stick to it like a 

flannel board without putting the felt 

on the back of each piece. 

 

Supplies: 

Set of pictures of a cycle in nature related to water such as the water cycle or a 

polliwog turning into a frog. (Science books often have these images.) 

Felt 

Glue 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Cut out the pictures of the cycle. 

Glue felt onto the back. 

Place the pieces in a circle on a flannel board to show how the cycle works. 

 

  

 
 

Water Cycle Cards 

 

 

 

 

Water Cycle 
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Craft Foam Sheet Octopus 

OCTOPUS 
Craft Foam Octopus 

Octopus Sponge and Plastic Egg 

 

Craft Foam Sheet 

Octopus  
(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Sheets of long thin craft foam 

Wiggle eyes 

Pipe Cleaner 

Templates to trace 

Low heat glue gun 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Trace around the template for the animal that is to be constructed. 

Cut out the shape. 

Cut slits as indicated on the template. 

Fold head in half. 

Fit the slits in the “neck” area together to hold the front to the back. 

Glue on wiggle eyes. 

 

 

 
Template for Octopus, 

(enlarge to 8 ½ X 11 inch) 
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Octopus Sponge and Plastic Egg 

Octopus Sponge 

and Plastic Egg  
(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

A new kitchen sponge Plastic 

egg 

2 wiggle eyes 

Pipe cleaner 

Small hand craft drill  

Scissors 

Low heat glue gun 

 

Construction: 

Wet sponge to make it easier to cut. 

  

Cut the sponge in 4 strips. 

Using the hand drill make two holes in the narrow part of the egg, near the 

bottom. (This can be done in advance for younger children.) 

Thread the pipe cleaner through the holes in the egg, then wrap tightly around 

the middle of the sponge pieces. Twist to tighten. Cut off ends. 

Spread out the eight tentacles. 

Use the glue gun to add the wiggle eyes. 
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Pirate Bottle Protector 

 

PIRATES 
Pirate Bottle Protector    

Pirate Face Cup with Fabric Bandana          

Ship Wreck Island with broken scraps            

of craft sticks, string, sponges, and tempera paint 

Treasure Chest 

Treasure Island sand in a box with an X to mark the spot of the buried 

treasure 

  

Pirate Bottle Protector (upper elementary, middle school) 

 

Pirates carried things in bottles, especially liquids. To 

prevent the bottles from hitting each other and breaking, 

they used cord to create a bottle protection net.  

Try this version using yarn. 

 

Supplies: 

Glass bottle with long neck 

Large craft needle 

Yarn 

 

Construction: 

 

Thread a large craft needle with a long strand of yarn. 

Start by tying the end of a long piece of yarn around the neck of the bottle. 

Bring the needle under the tied loop, leaving a small loop hanging down. 

Continue around the bottle neck, alternating an over stitch with an under 

stitch. 

When you have a row of small loops hanging from the first tied strand, 

continue to move the needle over and under the centers of each of the 

loops, forming a second row of loops.  

Tug the yarn snugly to form a mesh netting as you go along. 

Continue making loops to the bottom of the bottle. 

When the net extends beyond the end of the bottle, pull the ends together, and 

tie off. 
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Pirate Face Cup with Bandana 

Pirate Face Cup with 

Fabric Bandana  
(elementary, upper elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

White or non-patterned paper or 

Styrofoam cup. 

Markers 

Strip of fabric 

 

Construction: 

 

Draw a face on the cup with markers. 

Tie a strip around the top of the cup to form a bandana, and let the ends stick 

out. 
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Ship Wreck Island 

(upper elementary, middle)  

 

Supplies: 

Large sized stone, small rock 

Craft sticks 

Black and white paint  

    

Thick string 

Half of a wooden skewer  

Pipe cleaner  

Colored sand 

Black felt, construction paper, or fabric 

Liquid glue 

Fabric mesh (optional) 

Pieces of sponge (optional) 

Low heat glue gun 

 

Construction: 

 

Break the craft sticks into splinters along their  length. 

Glue the broken strips to the rock with the glue gun 

Make an anchor shape out of the pipe cleaner.  

Dip anchor in glue and then cover with sand. Let dry shake off excess.  

Use white paint to make a skull and cross bones on felt or black fabric or 

construction paper to make a pirate flag. 

Glue a coil of string to the rock. 

Optional: Glue on mesh netting or pieces of sponge 

Paint everything on the rock black. Also paint the dowel attached to the flag. 

Let paint dry. 

Glue the flag to the dowel and the dowel to the rock. 

Glue the sandy anchor to the rock. 

Ship Wreck Island 
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Treasure Chest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasure Chest 

 

Treasure Chest 
(middle or high school, adults) 

 

 

Supplies: 

 Styrofoam cooler   

 Spray paint in green, grey, gold or choice

    of other colors 

 Sea shells, sea stars, etc. 

Low heat glue gun or craft glue and paint 

brush 

 Spanish moss or other plants, grass or plastic plants 

Duct tape 

Sand 

Optional: Junk Jewelry, shoe strings, beads, 

  Other objects of interest 

 

Process: 

 This is a good project to do outside. 

Make hinges inside with duct tape. (See below.) 

Use duct tape to mark sections off on the outside of the chest. (See below.) 

Use the paint brush to brush on glue and attach sea shells, sea star and 

other objects. 

 Attach grass or Spanish moss or other plant materials. 

Optional: Use a glue gun to attach beads, shoe string, or other objects to 

the ends of the lid and/or sides of the chest to add dimension and 

decorative elements. 

Spray paint the colors on the lid and sides of the chest, in a pattern of 

choice. As the paint touches the surface of the Styrofoam it will eat 

sections of it away, leaving a weathered, uneven surface, as if 

metal has been “eaten” away by the elements. The colors will 

overlap and give the chest an “antique” look.  

If objects have been glued to the surface, spray paint right over them. It 

will make them look like decorative elements on the chest. 

Let chest and lid dry completely. 

Use the glue gun or craft glue to attach the Spanish moss or vines to the 

chest to make it 

look as if the chest 

was buried and 

recently recovered. 

 
Placement of Duct Tape 

Hinges 

 
Placement of Duct Tape on 

outside. 
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Sand Box Treasure Island 

Treasure Island  

(preschool, elementary)  

     

    

Supplies: 

Aluminum foil pan 

Sand 

Sea shells 

Grass 

Plastic plant leaves or small plastic 

plants, especially palm leaves 

Red sections of construction paper, craft foam, or sections of craft sticks 

Optional: Small gardening rake 

 

Construction: 

 

Pour sand in the bottom of the foil pan 

Add sea shells, plastic plants, leaves, and grass 

Make a path of the red sections of paper, foam, or wood pieces leading to the 

X. 

Optional: Comb patterns in the sand with the small gardening rake. 
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Pringles Rain Stick Can 

 

RAIN STICK 
 

Pringles Rain Stick 

Can  
(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Empty Full Sized Pringle Can 

with lid 

Masking tape 

Plastic straws 

Scissors 

Popcorn kernels 

Colored duct tape 

 

Construction: 

 

Cut the straws into segments just narrower than the Pringle can opening. 

Lay down a strip of masking tape, sticky side up about 1 ½ times the length of 

the Pringle can. 

Place the straw segments across the masking tape. 

Put another strip of masking tape across the top of the straws to hold them in 

place. 

Twist the length of straw segments and drop it into the Pringle can. 

Pour about a quarter cup of popcorn kernels into the Pringle can. 

Cut lengths of the duct tape and wrap around the outside of the canto create 

colorful stripes. 
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Paper Plate Island 

SAND CASTLES and SAND in BOXES 
Paper Plate Island  

Sponge “Bricks” to Build a Sand Castle 

Sponge Print Sand Castle 

Welcome to Easter Island  

 

See Also: Pirates—Treasure Island 

Sand Bottle Collage 

Paper Plate Island 

(preschool, elementary, middle school) 

This is a good activity to do outside, if 

possible. 

 

Supplies: 

Paper plates 

Paper or Styrofoam cups and small 

condiment containers 

Meat skewers 

Scraps of fabric or colorful, wired ribbon scraps 

Green construction or craft paper 

Sand 

Liquid glue, thinned with water 

Foam paint brushes 

Low heat glue gun 

Scissors 

Tape 

 

Construction: 

 

Brush glue on the back of a paper plate, on the paper or Styrofoam cups, and on 

the condiment containers. 

Pour sand on the plate and shake off the excess. Let dry. Then lightly brush off 

excess sand. 

Roll the cups in the sand, shake off excess. Let dry. Then lightly brush off excess 

again. 

Roll a green sheet of paper up tightly along the height of the paper. Tape in place. 

Cut through all layers about a third of the way down the paper in about ¼ inch 

sections. 

Separate and fold down the cut segments to form the top of a palm tree. 

Turn the cups upside down and push a meat skewer through the top. 

Cut or break off the skewers if they are too long. 

Glue scraps of fabric to the top of the skewers or wrap wire ribbon around the 

skewer to make flags. 

Tape or glue the paper palm tree to the paper plate island.  

Place the “sand castle towers” around or on the island to create an island scene. 

To further set the scene, put down a blue table cloth and add sea shell creatures. 
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Sponge ñBricksò 

Sponge ñBricksò to 

Build a Sand Castle  
(Adult or teen cuts segments; 

then of interest to preschool, 

elementary) 

For a quiet table top or floor 

activity this summer, cut new 

sponges into lengths and then into 

smaller pieces to create miniature 

sponge building blocks. 

 

Supplies: 

New kitchen sponges 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Wet the sponges with water to soften before cutting. 

Cut strips of sponge from the length of the sponges. 

Cut the strips into uniform pieces of different lengths to create building 

blocks. 
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Sponge Print Sand Castle 

Sponge Print Sand 

Castle  

(preschool, elementary, middle 

school) 

 

Supplies: 

New kitchen sponges   

Scissors 

Colored Sand 

Glue 

Craft Paper 

 

Construction: 

 

Wet sponges and the cut in  

strips and then into smaller sections. 

Mix sand into glue and thin with water. 

Dip a sponge piece into the sand and glue mixture. 

Stamp out a castle outline on craft paper. 
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Welcome to Easter Island 

Welcome to Easter 

Island  

(elementary, middle school) 

 

Supplies: 

Bottom or top of a shallow, small to 

medium sized sturdy box 

Large stones about 3 inches long or 

wide. 

Sand and sand clumps 

Grey and black paint 

Craft paint brushes 

 

Construction: 

 

Select several stones. 

Use the grey paint and brushes to paint faces on the stones 

When dry, use black paint to add eye pupils and to outline the features 

Put sand and sand clumps into the box. 

Position the rock faces in the box among the sand clumps. 
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Crepe Paper Sea Horse 

 

SEA HORSES and SEA STARS 
Crepe Paper Sea Horse 

Duct Tape Sea Horse  

Sea Star with Clothes Pins 

Sea stars with Cosmetic Sponges  

 

Crepe Paper Sea 

Horse 
 

Supplies: 

2 pipe cleaners 

2 cosmetic cleansing pads 

Pipe cleaner 

Crepe paper 

Wiggle eyes 

Low heat glue gun 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Place 2 cosmetic pads between two pipe cleaners, about a 1/3 of the way from 

the top. 

Twist the pipe cleaners together to hold the pads in place. 

Curve the bottom of the pipe cleaners up to  form the tail that curls frontward. 

Wind a strand of crepe paper around the pipe cleaner and pads, overlapping 

each time. 

The wide area will be the body of the sea horse. Tuck in ends when finished. 

Leave some of the crepe paper loose to form a head. 

Flatten the head area and curl the tail forward. 

Glue on wiggle eyes with the glue gun. 

Use a contrasting piece of crepe paper to form the fins. Fold into a narrow 

strip and wrap it around the middle of the body area, twist,  and then fan 

out the ends. Trim if desired. 
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Duct Tape Sea Horse 

Duct Tape Sea Horse   

(preschool elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

2 pipe cleaners 

2 cosmetic cleansing pads 

Pipe cleaner 

Duct tape 

Wiggle eyes 

Low heat glue gun 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Place 2 cosmetic pads between two pipe cleaners, about a 1/3 of the way from 

the top. 

Twist the pipe cleaners together to hold the pads in place. 

Turn the pads to one side. 

Cut two lengths of duct tape a little longer than the pipe cleaner. 

Put down on of the strips of duct tape with sticky side up.  

Put the twisted pipe cleaners and pads on top of the duct tape. 

Lay second strip over the top. 

Flatten the head area. 

Cut out the shape of the sea horse. A template can be used for younger 

children. 

The body should be wide, the head needs a long nose, the tail tapers toward 

the end. 

Bend the head forward and curl the tail tightly to the front. 

Use the glue gun to attach wiggle eyes. 

Cut small fins from contrasting colored duct tape that has been folded in half, 

and form small fins. 

Open the ends of the fins and attach them to the back of the body of the sea 

horse. 
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Sea Star with Clothes Pins 

Sea Star with Clothes 

Pins  
(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

5 pin type clothes pins (either mini or 

regular sized) 

 Craft glue 

Clamps or large pinch style clothes pins 

 

Construction: 

 

Glue the heads of the clothes pins to each other at the corners to form a sea 

star. 

Use clamps or large clothes pin to hold the small ones together until they dry. 

Let dry completely before lifting. 

Optional: Decorate with markers or paint, etc. 
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Sea Star with Cosmetic Sponges 

Sea Star with 

Cosmetic Sponge 

Wedges  
(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies:  

5 cosmetic sponges 

Stapler 

Tempera Paint 

Cue tips or paper towels 

 

Construction: 

 

Staple the five sponges to each other at the wide ends to form the star. 

Dampen the sponges.  

Drip tempera paint on the sponges or use a cue tip, or paper towel to add 

color. 
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ñGrowingò Sea Plant 

 

SEA PLANTS 
Construction Paper “Growing” Sea Plant  

Screen, Bead, and Pipe Cleaner Sea Plant  

 

Construction Paper 

ñGrowingò Sea Plant 
 

Supplies: 

3 different colored sheets of bright 

construction or craft paper. 

Scissors 

Tape or stapler 

 

Construction: 

 

Lay the three sheet of paper side by side on their length. 

Staple or tape the sheets to each other, overlap them slightly. 

Roll the three sheets into a tube. 

Tape to hold the tube together. 

Cut down from the top into the tube at about quarter inch intervals. 

Cut all layers at the same time. 

Cut down about half way into the tube. 

Gently tug at the fringes in the center of the tube and pull upward. 

Continue to pull the layers out of the tube to make a long colorful sea plant. 
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Screen, Bead and Pipe Cleaner  

Sea Plant 

 Screen, Bead, and 

Pipe Cleaner Sea 

Plant  
 (preschool, elementary) 

This craft requires the use of an Ellison 

or Accu-cut die cutting machine and 

flower die. 

 

Supplies: 

Sheet of soft fiberglass screen 

repair mesh, used to repair 

window screens or a stiff fine fabric mesh 

Pipe cleaners  

Craft beads 

Accu-cut or Ellison die cutting machine and a die that can cut three sizes of 

flowers 

 

Construction: 

 

Use the die cutter and die to cut out sets of small, medium, and large flowers 

from the screen or fabric mesh. (This can be done in advance to save time 

or to help younger children.) 

Twist the pipe cleaners after the flowers and beads are on them to hold them 

in place. 

Twist 3 or 4 pipe cleaners together about half way up the stems. 

Separate each of the stems and bend out like the stems of a sea plant. 

Thread a craft bead on each stem. 

Thread the end of the stem through the center of the largest of the mesh 

flowers. 

Put on 2 or 3 beads. 

Push the pipe cleaner stem though the middle sized flower. 

Put on 2 or 3 beads. 

Push the pipe cleaner through the smallest flower. The end of the pipe cleaner 

should extend beyond the last flower. 

Add one bead on top of the last flower. 

Place the finished sea plant in a vase, glass bottle, or use in a sea scene. 
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Anemone 

SHELL ANIMALS--ANEMONE, CLAMS, 

OYSTERS and SCALLOPS 
Anemone in sea shell 

Clams, Oysters and Scallops with cupcake holders and cosmetic puff 

Sea Shell Creatures 

 

Anemone 
 

Supplies: 

Assortment of sea shells   

Small wiggle eyes 

Reflective foil fringe 

Low heat glue gun 

 

Construction: 

 

Roll a small section of 

reflective foil fringe 

together. 

Glue into a small or medium sized snail shell. 

Glue multiple eyes on the ends of the fringe pieces. 
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Cup Cake Liner Scallops, Clams, 

and Oysters 

Cup Cake Liner 

Scallops, Clams, and 

Oysters (preschool, 

elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Paper cup cake holders 

Cosmetic cleansing pads 

Small white Styrofoam or plastic 

craft balls 

Low heat glue gun 

Liquid glue 

Cosmetic sponge wedges 

Tempera Paint 

 

Construction: 

 

Dab tempera paint on the cup cake liners with a cosmetic sponge. Let dry. 

Scallop: Glue a cosmetic cleansing pad into the center of the cupcake 

liner. 

Pinch and flatten one end of the liner. 

Glue the pinched ends together with a glue gun. 

Clam: Glue a cosmetic cleansing pad into the center of the cupcake 

liner. 

Fold the liner in half. 

Glue the center of the clam shell top and bottom together, but 

don’t seal completely. 

To create a 2 shell clam, use the glue gun to attach a top shell to 

the lower one. 

Oyster: Glue a cosmetic cleansing pad into the center of the cupcake 

liner. 

Use the glue gun to glue a small craft ball onto the cosmetic pad. 

Use the glue gun to attach a second cup cake liner in one place to 

the bottom one to form the two shells. 

If desired, dap any of the shells with liquid glue using a cosmetic wedge. 

Dip glued area into colored sand. 

Let dry. Brush off excess sand. (This is a good thing to do outside.) 
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Sea Shell Creatures 

Sea Shell Creatures  
(preschool, elementary, lower 

middle school)  

 

Supplies: 

Assortment of sea shells   

Small wiggle eyes 

Low heat glue gun 

 

Construction: 

 

Use glue gun to glue sea shells 

together to form fantasy sea creatures. 

Glue on wiggle eyes. 



62 

 
Spatter Paint Sea Scene 

 

TEMPERA PAINT PROJECTS 

Spatter Paint Sea Scene 

 

See Also: Alligators/Crocodiles--Clothes Pin Alligator 

Bugs, Frogs, and Turtles—Frogs and Polliwogs Mobile with 

Clothes Pins 

Bugs, Frogs, and Turtles—Frogs with Cosmetic Sponge 

Collages—Tempera Paint Swirl Vase 

Collages—Vase Sea Collage 

Fish--Cosmetic Sponge Wedge Fish Sculpture  

Fish—Giant Watercolor Fish 

Sand Castles and Sand in Boxes--Sponge Print Sand Castle 

Sea Horses and Sea Stars—Sea Star with Cosmetic Sponge 

Wedges  

Shell Animals—Cup Cake Liner Scallops, Clams, and Oysters 

 

Spatter Paint Sea Scene  

(preschool, elementary)  
Before starting, fit a plastic embroidery 

hood with a sheet of plastic screen mesh 

which is used to repair window screen. Cut 

the excess screening off around the edge of 

the hoop. Wrap the edge of the hoop with 

duct tape to cover the sharp edges. Use this 

screen to do the splatter painting 

 

This activity can be messy so it would be a good one to do outside 

 

Supplies: 

Screen hoop 

Sanitary toothbrushes 

Tempera paints in different colors in multiple containers 

Small foam sea animals and sea weed 

Sheets of construction paper 

Old newspapers  

 

Construction: 

Cover work surface with newspapers. 

Put down a sheet of construction paper. 

Select foam animal and sea weed pieces and place them around on the 

construction paper. 

Dip the toothbrush in paint. 

Rub the toothbrush over the screen in the hoop to splatter it on the paper. 

Repeat process with different colors. 

Move pieces around on the page if desired, or remove pieces between layers of paint. 
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Thaumotrope Fronts 

 

 
Thaumotrope Backs 

 

THAUMOTROPES 
 

 

Thaumotrope (Also called 

“Persistence Vision,” “Turning 

Marvel,” “Wonder Turner”)  

(preschool, elementary, middle 

school) 

 

Supplies: 

Image pairs such as a parrot/bird 

cage, goldfish/fish bowl, 

lighthouse beam on/off 

(Children can draw their own 

pairs) 

Meat skewer 

Tape 

 

Construction: 

 

Place one end of the skewer on 

the back of one of the images 

and tape in place. 

Fit the matching second piece 

over the skewer and tape the 

front to the back. 

Roll the skewers quickly between 

the hands to see the parrot go in and out of the cage, the fish go in and out 

of the fish bowl, and the lighthouse beam flash on and off. 
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WHALES 

Anne and the Giant Whale 

Tissue Box Whale 

Whale Foam Craft 

Whale in a Bottle 

 Whale Water Toy 

 

Anne and the  

Giant Whale 
Six foot- five Anne looks somewhat glum and 

small, as he stands in front of the giant whale, 

that rises up behind him. The whale reaches 

almost ceiling height and takes up a quarter of 

a large story room, but is actually surprisingly 

light and airy. In fact, the whale is mostly air. 

The whale is constructed of black sheets of 

plastic, the type often used on farm store silage 

or hay. The sheets are duct taped together. An 

opening is left to fit over a large floor fan used 

to inflate the whale. The whale inflates in 

about five minutes. Eyes and mouth are added 

and are made out of colored duct tape.  This 

would be a great team project for middle school or high school kids. 

 

Supplies:  

Plastic sheeting 

Duct tape 

Floor Fan 

 

Construction: 

To see the project on-line go to the Meet Lucy web site at 

http://whale.wheelock.edu/whalenet-stuff/LucyPage.html. A book describing the 

process can be purchased on this site. There are photos of it and a free slide show. 

 

 
Anne and the Giant Whale 

http://whale.wheelock.edu/whalenet-stuff/LucyPage.html


65 

Tissue Box Whale 
 

Supplies: 

Box of tissues, can be any height, 

open to expose tissues 

Construction Paper 

Wiggle Eyes 

Markers 

Scissors 

Tape 

Low heat glue gun 

 

Construction: 

 

Wrap the tissue box with construction paper as if it was a package. 

Cut out tail and flippers from the same color construction paper. 

Use a glue gun to attach the wiggle eyes to the top front of the whale. 

Draw baleen ribs on contrasting piece of construction paper in mouth shape. 

Cut of mouth and glue to the front end of the box and lap around onto the 

sides. 

Outline the mouth with a marker. 

Cut a circle at the center back and tug a tissue paper through to form the 

spout. (Young children may need help with this.) 

 
Tissue Box Whale 
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Whale from Craft 

Foam  

(preschool, elementary) 

 

Supplies: 

Sheets of long thin craft foam 

Wiggle eyes 

Pipe Cleaner 

Templates to trace 

Low heat glue gun 

Scissors 

 

Construction: 

 

Make a whale template. 

Cut out the shape. 

Cut slits as indicated on the template. 

Glue on wiggle eyes. 

 

 

 
Whale from Craft Foam 
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Whale in a Bottle 
 

Supplies: 

Clear, empty soda liter bottle 

Exacto knife or box cutter for 

adults to use 

1 sheet of blue craft or 

construction paper, 8 ½ X 

11 inch  

Scrap paper to form white 

foam. 

Small narrow box 

Scissors 

Two-sided ship or whale image 

Tape 

 

Construction: 

 

An adult should cut a slit along length of one side of the plastic liter bottle. 

Fold the craft sheet to make 3 sections the long way. (Like a hot dog bun.) 

Leave about 3 inches from the top edge on both sides when making the 

folds so that the center section is slightly wider than the two outside 

sections. 

Put the wide center strip flat on the table with the two sides standing straight 

up. 

Hold the ends together and cut a slit down toward the center of the sheet, 

about 2 inches in on each end. Cut through all four pieces of paper. These 

tabs on the end will be taped to the outside of the bottle to hold it in place. 

Use a scissors to scallop the open ends of the blue sheet to look like waves. 

Cut out a foam pattern from the white scrap paper and glue onto the top edge 

of the waves, where they meet the whale or ship. It should fit between the 

slits at the ends of the sheet that will hold the bottle. 

Tape the whale or ship image between the two sides of the blue paper, or 

white foam sheets, between the slits on the ends of the holding sheet. 

Fit the ship or whale and top center section of the blue craft paper into the slit 

in the bottom of the bottle. 

Tape the top of the 4 tab to the outside of the bottle to hold the craft paper in 

place and to form a stand for the bottle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Whale in a Bottle 
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Water Whale Toy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whale Water Toy 

Whale Water Toy 
(preschool, elementary) 

(Note: Adults or teens may have to do the cutting) 

 

Supplies:       

 Empty, clean, gallon milk jug, with label 

removed, and lid 

 Scissors 

 Black Marker 

 Hand Drill 

  

 

Construction: 

 Make a small slit in the bottom of a milk jug and cut straight across the 

middle of the bottom of the jug. (Often the jugs have a line across 

the bottom.) 

 Cut straight across. 

 Then angle to the sides to cut a wide “smile” in the jug. This will become 

the tail of the whale. 

 Trace around the lid of the jug in the center of the cut out tail section. 

Use the hand drill to make a hole in the center tail section (or 

pound a nail through the lid) then cut with a scissors around the 

outline of the cap. 

 Fit the hole in the tail section around the cap opening of the jug. 

 Screw on the lid of the jug to hold the tail in place. 

 Draw on eyes with marker. 

 This whale toy can be used to scoop water or sand. 

   

 


